
RUNNING TIME 
(Vitaphone) 

77 Minutes 

cod 

FOOTAGE 
7094 Feet 

WARNER BROS. 
VITAPHone 

TALKING “All i) bs PHCT WIRES 

Permission 1s granted 

licensed 

reproduce with proper 

notice of copyright all 

matter contained herein. ~* 
—_— 

exhibitors to 

NEW YORK CITY, U. S. A. 

MALTESE FALCON 
with BEBE DANIELS — RICARDO CORTEZ 

SUMMARY 
BEBE DANIELS IN HER MOST DARING 

ROLE AS AN ALLURING ADVENTURESS 

IN A THRILL-PACKED ACTION STORY 

OF BAFFLING MYSTERY AND INTRIGUE. 

ROUTINE STORY 
(This story contains all the 
Maltese Falcon.” telease st 

of the 

Theatre announces 

Manager 

next as the opening 

date for “The Maltese Falcon,” the 

Warner Bros. mystery melodrama, 

starring Bebe Daniels, in the most 

daring role of her career. 

~~ Mia* Daniels appears as the amaz- 

= eiiie Wonderly, an alluring ad- 

aes ved hay usvs sua ve wiles 

knows to femininity in order to win | 
over the various men who are try- | 

ing to find out whether she is, or is 

not, the head of the most baffling 

crime rings known to the police. 

The clever star is able to keep audi- 

ences mystified as to her real person- 

ality to the last fade-out of the film. 

The statuette of a maltese fal- 

Mee 

“The 
fore the run.) 

important facts about 
several days be 

gives the strangely absorbing pic- 

ture an air of vital authority. 
Those who support Miss Daniels 

ure Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, 

Una Merkel, Robert Elliott, Thel- 
ma Todd, Otto Matiesen, Oscar 

Walter Long, Dwight Frye, 

. Farrell MacDonald and Agostino 

ae The adaptation is by 
|Maude Fulton, Lucien Hubbard 

and Brown Holmes. Roy Del Ruth 
| directed. 

“The Maltese Falcon” ranks 
among the masterpiece of detective 

lore, such as those of Poe, De 

Maupassant or Conan Doyle. It 

is one of those utterly enthralling 

creations which find such favor | 

with so many of the great, and with | 

the rank and file of ordinary folks. | 

Film 

Bebe Daniels and 

Ricardo Cortez 

in 

“The Maltese Falcon” 

Cut No. 17 Cut 30c Mat 10c 

SYNOPSIS 
(Not for publication) 

Copyright 1931 by Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. 

All Rights Reserved 

Ruth Wonderly visits the office of 

Sam Spade and Miles Archer, part- 

ners in a detective agency. She 

wants a detective to follow Floyd 

Thursby, who has her sister in his 

power. Archer undertakes this job 

but is found shot to death at close 

range the following morning. Thurs- 

by is also found dead. Spade ap- 

pears indifferent to both deaths and 

thereby arouses the suspicions of 

Detective Dundy. 

' Spade visits Ruth Wonderly and 
she confesses that her story was 

false. Thursby had just come from 

Hongkong with her and had killed 

Archer, but she is ignorant as to 

Thursby’s slayer. Back in his office, 

Spade is visited by Cairo, who offers 

him $5,000 for the recovery of a 

statuette of a bird... When Sparc 

reaches home that night, he finds 

Ruth awaiting him. He tells her of 

Cairo’s visit and she is upset. She 

offers herself to Spade but Cairo ar- 

rives to interrupt. The girl tells 

Cairo she is afraid because Gutman 

and The Kid, who proves to be Wil- 

mer, a man who has followed Spade 

to his home, are in town and who 

she believes killed Thursby. 

‘*The Maltese Faleon,’’ Warner Bros. romantic mystery, 
| Mystery stories were acknowledged | 

to be the favorite reading of Sir 

Walter Scott, Roosevelt, Edison 

President Wilson and a host beside. 

Miss Daniels has 

con is supposed to contain jewels 

which not only Miss Wonderly, but 

a gang of criminals are in quest of. 

Though gunplay often halts or 

The following day Spade is sum- 

moned to see Gutman, who is the 

brains of the gang. He offers Spade 

$25,000 for the bird, which is worth 

starring Bebe Daniels with Ricardo Cortez, opens at the 

Strand tonight. Una Merkel, who portrayed Ann Rutledge 

| in ‘‘Lineoln,’’ Robert Elliott and Dudley Digges are also in 

| the east. hastens the action, guns are not 

seen or heard. The piece is an ad- 

aptation of the best-selling novel 

of Dashiell Hammett, who was for 

many years a Pinkerton detective. 

This fact and the clever casting 

WHO'S WHO 

BEBE DANIELS—Beautiful star | 

ot “Rio Rita,” “Dixiana,” “My 

Past” and “The Maltese Faleon.” 

Born in Dallas, Texas. 

RICARDO CORTEZ — Seen in 

“Sorrows of Satan,” “Mockery,” 

“Tllicit” and “The Maltese Falcon.” 

Born in Vienna, Austria. 

DUDLEY DIGGES — Famous on 

stage and sereen, Seen recently in 

Warner Bros. “Outward Bound.” 

Born in England. 

UNA MERKEL — Was recently 

seen as Ann Rutledge in “Abraham 

Lincoln” and in “Eyes of the World.” 

Born in Covington, Ky. 

ROBERT ELLIOTT — Seen in 

“The Valiant,” “Thunderbolt,” “Cap- 

Thunder,” “The Doorway to 

Born in Ireland. 
tain 

Hell.” 
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been tremen- , 

'dously successful in her portrayal | 

of the starring role—and her sup- | 

port is excellent. Treat yourself 

and your friends to the thrill of a | 

lifetime—“The Maltese Falcon.” 

ET 
LL 

THELMA TODD—Seen in “Hell’s | 
Angels,” “Her Private Life,” “House 

of Horror,” and “Trial Marriage.” 

Born in Lawrence, Mass. | 

OTTO MATIESEN—Seen in “Bo. | 
loved Rogue,” “Scaramouche,” | 

|“Strange Cargo,” and “General 

Crack.” Born in Copenhagen, Den- | 

mark. 

OSCAR APFEL—Seen in “Mari- 

anne,” “Cheaters,” “True Heaven,” 

“Halfway to Heaven” and “Hurdy 

Yurdy.” Born in Cleveland, Ohio. 

WALTER LONG—“The Birth of 

a Nation,” “Blood and Sand,” “Back | 

to God’s Country” and “Black | 

Watch.” Born in Milford, New 

Hampshire. 

J. FARRELL MacDONALD—Seen 
in “The Four Devils,” “Men With- 

out Women,” “South Sea Rose,” and 

“Too Young to Marry.” Westbury, 

Conn. 

CONTENTS 

THE Gieet 

RUTH WONDERLY — 42 alluring adventuress who 

conquers all men but one__—----—-----—-- BEBE DANIELS 

SAM SPADE—Head of detective agency who is fascinated 

but undeceived by Miss W onderly..RICARDO CORTEZ 

GUTMAN—Cleverest confederate of the crime ring of 

Miss Wonder!) — eee DUDLEY DIGGES 

EFFIE — Secretary 
altogether disarming 

DUNDY—Slow-voiced detective who is always on the trail 

of the gentle crook__________- ROBERT ELLIOTT 

IVA—Cheating wife of Spade’s unfortunate partner, 

Archer --- THELMA TODD 

CAIRO—Fat and ineffectual Iai who follows the 

the elusive falcon... _OTTO MATIESEN 

—o calls the bluff DISTRICT ATTORNEY—/V ho 
_.OSCAR APFEL of the sinister enchantress.. 

eliminated from ARCHER—Partner of Spade who is early 
ALTER LONG the scene 

st mistristed con WILMER--One of Miss Won. 7,’s mos 
Saedr te inidetl ye DWIGHT FRYE 

POLHAUS — Policeman everybody will at once recog- 

nize _jJ. FARRELL MacDONALD 

CAPTAIN JACOBI—W ho brings the falcon from Hong 

Kong and makes a hasty exit. AGOSTINO BORGATO 

millions and dates from the Cru-— 

sades and is filled with precious 

stones. But Cairo arrives and in- 

forms them that Spade has not got 

the bird; he believes it will arrive 

that night by slow boat from China 

in care of Captain Jacobi, who has 

a package for Ruth. Spade is given 

knockout drops and they leave for 

the boat. 

Spade revives and goes back to his 

office. Captain Jacobi arrives there 

with a grip marked “RW” but drops 

dead in the doorway. Spade checks 

the bag and returns home to find 

Miss Wonderly there. As they try 

to enter the door, they are met by 

leveled guns inthe hands of Gutman. 

Cairo and Wilmer. Spade makes a 

proposition whereby he will return 

the bird if they will give him Wil- 

mer as a “fall guy” to be convicted 

of Archer’s murder, Detective Dundy 

having threatened to arrest him un- 

less he can positively clear himself. 

But when the bird arrives, it proves 

to be a false one and Wilmer es- 

capes. 

Gutman and Cairo leave and Spade 

warns the police. When Detective 

Dundy and the district attorney ar- 

rive, he turns Ruth Wonderly over 

to them as the murderer of Archer, 
stating that she thought the blame 

would be placed on Thursby, thereby 

getting him out of her way for a 
clear getaway with the bird. Gut- 

man is killed by Wilmer. All three 

murders are solved and the girl is 

sentenced to twenty years. Spade 

visits her in jail, still torn between 

his desire for her and the knowl- 

edge that she is no good and not 

to be trusted. But he leaves her with 

a laugh on his lips—the girl smok- 

ing a cigarette and trying to fathom 

a dreary span of twenty y°*™ 



EAPLOITATION 

published mystery novels. 

PLAY UP THE CAST 

Every member of the cast of ‘‘The Maltese Falcon’’ 
has a definitely established box office value. Capitalize on 
their names. Feature them in all your advertising, out- 
door and lobby displays. 

Bebe Daniels is seen in a part different from any she 
has ever played. She is a crafty and irresistible woman 
criminal who uses her feminine allure where the more 
forceful methods of her partners in crime fail. She is 
hardboiled, hard-hearted—but all woman! Miss Dan- 
iels’ performance will add countless admirers to her al- 
ready large following. 

__ Opposite the star Ricardo Cortez makes his strongest 
bid for stardom as a cool relentless private detective who 
refuses to allow the dictates of his heart to stand in the 
way of his duty. Women will go for him in a big way. 
The day after your opening Ricardo Cortez will be the 
talk of the town. 

In support of Miss Daniels and Cortez are Dudley 
Digges, who made such a hit in ‘‘Outward Bound;’’ Una 
Merkel of Abraham Lincoln fame, Thelma Todd, favorite 
blonde screen vamp; Robert Elliott, who created a sen- 
sation as the managing editor in ‘‘The Finger Points’’ and 
J. pbk MacDonald, one of the most popular of character 
actors. 

In addition to the box-office value of the cast the pop- 
ularity of the book, ‘‘The Maltese Falcon,’’ should be 
made another selling point in your campaign. Thousands 
have read it and acclaimed it as the most thrilling mys- 
tery novel of the day. Don’t neglect to mention it in 
your ads. 

‘‘The Maltese Falcon’’! What a title! 
What a cast! 
box office! 

What a story! 
What a knockout you can make it at the 

WOMEN’S WEAR 
TIE-UPS 

Bebe 

Falcon” 

BOOK TIE-UP 

“The Maltese Falcon” has been 

one of the most popular of recently 

It cre- 

ated a sensation when first pub- 
Vehed ond immediately placed its! 0 
author Dashiell Hammett in the van 
of the current school of mystery 

writers. It is now being put out 
in a popular priced edition by Gros- 
set & Dunlap with a special band 

on its cover tying up with the War- 

ner Bros. talking picture. Be sure 
to see your local book dealer and 
arrange for special windows on “The 
Maltese Falcon.” You may also be 
able to persuade him to circularize 
his mailing list with heralds on the 
picture. Copies of the book on “The 
Maltese Falcon” should be placed 
in your lounge several weeks pre- 
vious to your run of the film. Re- 
member, every reader of the book 
is a prospective ticket buyer for 
the picture and every movie fan 
is a prospective reader of the book. 
A book tie-up is bound to work out 
advantageously for both parties. For 
further details on “The Maltese Fal- 
con” you can write Grosset & Dun- 
lap, 1140 Broadway, New York City. 

Daniels in “The Maltese 

appears in a number of 

scenes wearing a beautiful selection 

stills from the picture. — 

stills the basis for a Window dis- 

play tie-up with all your local deal- 

ers in women’s wear and hosiery 

Tie-up card shoud read — 

“See Bebe Daniels in ‘The Maltese 

Faleon’ and learn what the 

dressed. woman will wear.” 

shops. 

well- 

LUX SOAP 
TIE-UP 

Bebe Daniels is ‘one of the War- 

ner stars featured in an advertising 

tie-up with the manufacturers of 

Lux Toilet Soap. 

advantage of this arrangement by 

obtaining window displays at all 

loeal grocery stores, drug 

beauty shops and department stores. 

For Yurther details write Lever 

Bros. Co., Cambridge, Mass. 

LOBBY 
DISPLAYS 

Make lobby reflect the 

qualities of the picture. Make it 

as weird and as mysterious as possi- 

ble with perhaps a touch of romance. 

Use green and purple lighting ef- 

fects and color schemes. Use large | 

heads of Bebe Daniels and Rieardo 

Cortez and smaller ones of the other | 

prominent players in “The Maltese | 

Faleon” cast. You might even mask | 

a part of their faces and supple- 

ment the display with teaser copy 

describing the character each star 

portrays and asking the fans to 

make their own identification. For 
your marquee display use a cut-out 
of a black falcon with red electric 

lights flashing On and off Behind the | 
eyes. Your street ballyhoo should 
include a tall man wearing a black 

hood and gown imprinted in white 

with the following copy: 

“BEWARE—THE MALTESE 

FALCON!’ An adventure with 

The Maltese Faleon awaits you 
at the Strand Theatre tonight.” 

Dress your ticket taker in a sim- 

your 

: “a 

blue on lavender panel. Upper back 

orange. Color girl’s dress in yel 

low worked up to brilliant colors. 

Be sure and take} 

stores, | 

Lift these illustrations from the 

corresponding ad. Lettering dark 

- | Background is dark blue title black 

ground is in purple with borders in 
- | green. Copy is green on light blue 

| WHIRLWIND CAMPAIGN 

‘The Maltese Faleon’’ is one of the most astounding mys- 
l tery-romanece pictures ever produced. Properly exploited and 
advertised it Is sure to smash your box office records. Put 
-everything vou have into your campaign for this picture. Double 
‘and triple your advertising appropriation. Plaster the town 
With posters. Circularize your mailing list with heralds on the 
picture and make street distribution of same. Lithograph every 

;empty window. Get as many window displays as possible. If 
you can’t make a direct tie-up be sure that you plant a win- 
| dow ecard. 

| 

WANT AD | eae | PLACE CARDS 

This unit in itself 

class. Deliver a generous supply of 

| 

| 

Advertise in the Want Ad columns 

place cards bearing copy suggested 
of your for a faleon 

| (hawk) to be used for lobby dis- 
play purposes. Offer a reward for here to managers of hotels restau- 

the first one to bring such a bird | rants and cabarets. They are sure 
to vour theatre. This ad is bound | *° be welcomed there because of the 

: gesture of 

impart to their guests and patrons 

newspaper 

As there 

| is usually a bounty offered by State | 

and other such 

| State organizations for the capture | 

|} to enuse a lot of comment. 

| Game Commissions 
distributing a few complimentary 

of the killing of a faleon you can 
probably make !In the ease of hotels these cards 

| should be placed in every mail box 

| and under the glass tops of every 

desk in rooms. In the restaurants 

| these cards can be put at the plate 

| of every patron. Here is your copy: 

We like to feel that you are 

our honored guest because you 

enjoy the good things of life. 

It is our personal pleasure to 

make you welcome and lend our 

every effort to assure your com- 

fort. Might we suggest for 

your further enjoyment the wit- 

nessing of that highly recom- 

mended attraction, “The Mal- 

tese Faleon” at the Strand The- 
atre. 

a tie-up with them 

on such a stunt. 

TEASER 
CAMPAIGN 

You ean ereate a tremendous 

amount of interest for “The Maltese 

| Falcon” by a cleverly managed teas- 

er campaign. This campaign should 

|inelude newspaper advertising, lob- 

by display and outdoor bill posting. 

Use lines such as: 

“BEWARE—'The Maltese. Falcon’; 

is headed this way.” 

— = — it teading-steres ond sreciaite shon 
On your outdoor campaign make a ; 

up a quantity of-half sheets carry- 

ing these or similar lines and post 

them for a week preceding the show- 
ing. Two days before you open the 

picture, snipe another half sheet be- 

low these, carrying your theatre 

name and playdate. Use of the 

teaser lines in your lobby should in- 
clude displaying them under the 
glass at the box office window and 

also on the doors of the theatre. 

PAPER BAGS 

Supply your local grocers with a 

few thousand standard size paper 

bags carrying the following imprint. 

“Thank you. Call again. You 

can make your shopping expedi- 

tion even more pleasurable by 

seeing ‘The Maltese Falcon’ at 

the Strand Theatre.” 

SNIPING 
one sheets and three sheets with 

copy similar to the following: 

“‘The Maltese Falcon’ is the 

mystery sensation of Detroit. 

See it now. State Theatre. No 

advance in prices.” 
You can use this same copy for 

your theatre cards too. No matter 

where a person turns “The Maltese 
Faleon” message should meet his 

gaze. 

Don’t be satisfied to grab off just 

the standard poster locations. Send 

out a bucket brigade along the high- 

ways to plaster sides of buildings 

under construction, barns, fences, 

telegraph poles, backs of buildings 

and every available spot where a 

'snipe can be posted. For this part 

of the campaign get out half sheets, 

Still “Bebe Daniels, 65” and “Mal- 

tese Falcon, A.14” in flesh fint. 

Still “Bebe Daniels, 40” or simi- 
lar ad illustration mounted on an 
orange background. Lower back- 
ground should be in mauve with the 
title purple on white and copy dark 
green. Work up illustration in 
natural flesh tints. 

in yellow panel and decoration in 

background. 

i ss 

“What is it? Who is it? ‘The| With a slight alteration of copy 
Maltese Falcon’!”~ these cards may be used for taxis, 

“Man, woman or fiend? ‘The Mal-| bus lines and also as counter ecards 
-~*en a . . — 

establishes | 

friendliness these cards | 

|} You can further assure their use by | 

NEWSPAPER 
CONTES} | 

Due to the extraordinary number 

of stars in the cast of “The Maltese 

Faleon” there is an excellent op- 

portunity for running a newspaper 

identification contest. The players 

include Bebe Daniels, Ricardo Cor- 

tez, Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, 

Thelma Todd, Rebert Elliott and J. 

Farrell MacDonald. The 

sponsoring the contest should run 

paper 

a picture of one of these stars each 

day with the description and name 

of the character they play in the 

photoplay and perhaps a brief bit 

of their past history which can be 

taken from their biographies in this 

press sheet. 

The readers of the paper must 

identify the stars by name and write 

a fifty word essay on which of the 

The 

eash prize for the 

group they like best. theatre 

should offer a 

: : “'* | person giving all the correct names 
| tickets to the collaborating parties. | : na 

| accompanied by the best essay. The 

five next best should receive passes 

to the run of “The Maltese Falcon.” 

Perhaps book dealers will also wish 

to tie-up with this contest and add 

copies of “The Maltese Faleon” 

novel to the prize list. 

The theatre should announce the 

contest by a trailer on the screen 

and in conjunction with it they 

should also use some of the teaser 

lines printed elsewhere on this page. 

BEBE DANIELS 

Suggestions for Current or Advance Lobby Frames 

POST CARDS 

Bebe Daniels is definitely estab- 
lished as one of the leading fomipine 

try. Cash in on her popularity vy 
sending Bebe Daniels post cards 
over your regular mailing Isit, sup- 

plemented by added names culled 

from your local telephone directory. 

These cards carry a beautiful pic- 

ture of the star on the front with 
the following copy on the reverse 

side: 

In “The Maltese Falcon” 

beautiful Bebe Daniels has her 

most amazing role. Ricardo 

Cortez is her leading man and 

what a team they make. You 

ean see “The Maltese Falcon” 

at the Strand Theatre during 

the entire week of. June 8th. 

Order post cards from the Econ- 

omy Novelty Company, 340 West 
39th St., N.Y.C. Prices including 

theatre name and playdate in the 

copy are: : 

500—$4.00 per 

1000— 6.00 per 

2500— 5.50 per 

5000— 5.00 per SERE 

WO. AAN’S 

WEAPONS FAIL— ff 
SHE USES ME NSe 

Use still “Maltese Falcon, 28” in 

flesh tints. Bird is in dark green 

on emerald green ground. Title 

should be in dark green on yellow 
panel. Lower panel emerald greer 
and still indicated in natural tone 

box office attractions of the inaus-—~ 



BEBE DANIELS AND BRILLIANT CAST Bebe Adds Mystery 
~ PRESENT MODERN MYSTERY ROMANCE | To “Maltese F alcon” 

TO AN ELECTRIFIED AUDIENCE HERE| Role By Blonde Wig Mystery Talkie Here 
(Advance Story) 

Bebe Daniels dons a dangerous 
platinum blonde wig for her role in 
“The Maltese Falcon,” her latest 

Warner Brothers picture, which 

comes to the .......... Theatre .. 
oe pees next. 

Miss Daniels believed, and studio 

officials agreed with her, that the 

blonde coloring was more in keep- 
ing with the role she plays in “The 

Maltese Falcon,”—an adventurous 
young woman who is not afraid to 
risk life or reputation in the pur- 
suit of her baffling ambition. 

The blonde coiffure sets off Miss 
Daniels’ striking beauty in remark- 

able fashion but takes away from 
the softness of her face—an effect 

deliberately sought by the star and 

the studio’s makeup department in 

their efforts te, add uncertainty to 
the character she plays. 

Blonde women are always inter- 

esting, in the public’s imagination 

at least, and they are less easily 

catalogued as good or bad than their 

darker sisters. So Miss Daniels’ 
blondeness adds to the intrigue of 
the role and increases the mystery 
of the story. 

Ricardo Cortez, Thelma Todd, 

Dudley Digges, Robert Elliott, Una 
Merkel, Otto Matiesen are others 
included in the cast of “The Mal- 

tese Falcon.” Roy Del Ruth di- 
rected. 

“The Maltese F alcon,” Warner Bros. Latest 
Production Wins Acclaim Of Crowds 

te. Theatre 

(Review Featuring the Cast) 

Mystery of “Maltese 
Falcon” Is Laid In 
San Francisco Lair 

(Advance Story) 

O. Henry’s short story “A Munic- 

ipal Report” w “titten to dis- 
>, ve. the stat ‘t New York, 
New Orleans and San Francisco 
were the only story-towns in the 
United States. In creating so per- 
fect a romance in prosaic Nashville, 
he simply demonstrated that any 

place where human beings are, is 

a field from which romance may 

spring. 
San Francisco is the locale for 

the mystifying and thrilling se- 
quences of “The Maltese Falcon,” 

the Warner Bros. picture starring 

Bebe Daniels which comes to the 
ee Se Theatre .......... next. 
The film is an adaptation of. the 

best-selling novel of the same name 
by Dashiell Hammett, an ex-Pink- 

erton man. Miss Daniels plays the 
part of a daring and wily enchan- 
tress who is the head of a noted 

crime gang. 
The supporting cast includes 

Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, 

Una Merkel, Robert Elliott, Thelma 

Todd, Otte Matiesen, Walter Long, 

J. Farrell MacDonald, Dwight Frye 

and Agostino Borgato. Roy Del 

Ruth directed. : 

Cut Ne, 20. Cut 30c Met 10¢ 
Se ee 

——— 

Bebe Daniels in “The Maltese Falcon,” now ‘tinwing & 
Ricardo Cortes has the leading role opposite the star. 

_ Bebe Daniels appeared at the .......... Theatre last night 
in a daring role in ‘‘The Maltese Falcon,’’ a mysterious- melo- 
drama which is an adaptation of the famous novel by Dashiell 
Hammett, who was for years a Pinkerton detective, and is 
therefore able to speak with authority, not only of the pursuer 
but the pursued. 

Miss Daniels is vividly effective 

as Miss Wonderly, the strange and 

alluring adventuress, who keeps not 

only the characters in the play, but 

audiences as well, guessing whether 

she is the leader of the weird crime 

ring, or the sinned-against victim of 

circumstances. The doubtful hero- 

ine conquers all the men she meets 

except the one man who interests 

her—the head of a detective agency, 

who, while mistrusting her motives, 

feels the fascination of her per- 

sonality. 

Ricardo Cortez portrays the man 

in question—accomplishing the dif- 

ficult feat of making a detective 

liked—and transforming the un- 
sympathetic role into a forceful and 
believable one. Dudley Digges, 

famous in so many Theatre Guild 

performances is effective as Gut- 

man, a master mind. Robert Elliott 

is again a detective but with a dif- 

ference. Other intriguing charac- 

ters are created by Otto Matiesen, 

Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, Dwight 

Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald and 

Agostino Borgato. Una Merkel, re- 

membered for her portrayal of Ann 

Rutledge in “Abraham Lincoln” and 

lovely Thelma Todd are the only 

women in the cast beside Miss 

Daniels. 
The Hammett novel was adapted 

for the screen by Maude Fulton, 

Lucien Hubbarg and Brown Holmes. 

Roy Del Ruth directed with fine 

understanding. “The Maltese Fal- 

con” is glorious entertainment. It 

belongs to the elect company of the 

creations of Poe, De Maupassant and 

‘Conan Doyle. It is honest old- 

fashioned mystery brought up to 

the minute and presented faultlessly. 

Whoever absents himself from the 

eo ea Theatre during the run 

of “The Maltese Falcon” is depriv- 

ing himself of an evening of royal 

thrills. an Wonderly will mystify 

Gunplay Galore But 
Not A Single Shot 

An odd feature about “The 
Maltese Falcon,” the Warner 
Bros. mystery melodrama. sstar- 
ring Bebe Daniels, coming to the 
5 ERAS Cites. BSP Theatre ____._...._-. 
next, is the fact that though gun- 
play figures in many of the hec- 
tic scenes not a single shot is 
fired in the picture. 

“The Maltese Falcon” is an 
adaptation of the best-selling 
novel of the same name by 
Dashiell Hammett, formerly a 
Pinkerton detective. It stars 
Miss Daniels as an alluring ad- 
venturess who is the head of a 
weird crime ring. All the char- 
acters are implicated .in robbery 
or murder, though on the sur- 
‘face they appear to be just a 
crowd of nice folks trying to get 
along. 

Bebe Daniels is supported by 
Ricardo Cortez, Robert Elliott, 
Una Merkel, Dudley Digges, 
Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 
Walter Long, Dwight Frye and 
J. Farrell MacDonald. Roy Del 
Ruth directed. 

Pretty Teacher Goes 
From Class-Room 
‘To Talking Pictures 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 
Thelma Todd who has a promi- 

nent part in “The Maltese Falcon” 
the Warner Bros. mystery picture 

starring Bebe Daniels, now at the 
en Theatre, was in the midst 

of her first term as a schoolmarm, 

when the opportunity came to enter 

the Paramount School of Acting 

from which she later graduated. 

Among the pictures in which she 

has appeared are “Fascinating 

Youth,” “Rubber Heels,” “Nevada,” 

“The Gay Defender,” “Shield of 

Honor,” “The Noose,” “The Bachelor 

Girl,” “Hurdy-Gurdy,” “Seven Foot- 

prints to Satan,” “Naughty Baby,” 

“Careers,” “The Crash,” ‘“Hell’s 

Angels,” “Her Private Life,” “House 

of Horror,” and “Trial Marriage.” 

She was also featured in Hal Roach 

comedies. 
Miss Todd was born and educated 

in Lawrence, Mass. She is five feet 

four inches in height, weighs one 

hunded and enty-two pounds and 
has blonde h r and blue-gray eyes. 

Another Cortez Conquers 
In Spite Of Obstacles 

(Current Reader) 

The Hernando Cortez conquest of 
Mexico was no more a victory than 
that of Ricardo Cortez—in quite 

another field—in his role in Warner 
Bros. “The Maltese Falcon,” star- 

ring Bebe Daniels, now at the .... 

par a Theatre. Ricardo has suc- 
ceeded in actually making a private 
detective acceptable as a hero — 
something that precious few actors 
have succeeded in doing. “The 

Maltese Falcon” is a thrilling and 
weird melodrama—which follows the 
eourse of a strange love-adventuress. 
Roy Del Buth directed. 

Oscar Apfel District 
Attorney in Stirring 

(Biography, April 15, 1941) 

Oscar Apfel, who plays the part 
of the district attorney in “The Mal- 
tese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. mys- 
tery play starring Bebe Daniels, 
now at the ...... Theatre, 
has been successful as producer and 
director as well as actor. 

Among his many pictures are “The 
Valley of Hunted Men,” “When 
Seconds Count,” “Code of the Coun- 
try,” “Cheaters,” “Hurdy-Gurdy,” 
“Marianne,” “Not Quite So Decent,” 
“True Heaven” and “Half Way to 
Heaven." He was born and edu- 
eated in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Veteran Actor in 

‘Maltese Falcon’”’ 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

J. Farrell MacDonald, in “The 

Maltese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. 

mystery play starring Bebe Daniels, 

now at the Theatre, is a 

Yale graduate and an ex-officer of 

the U. S, Army. A stage career of 

eighteen years preceded his screen 

career which covers twenty-three 
years. He was born in Waterbury, 
Connecticut in 1875. 

A few among the numberless pic- 
tures in which he has appeared are 

“In Old Arizona,” “None But the 

Brave,” “The Four Devils,” “Men 

Without Women,” and “Too Young 

To Marry.” Mr. MacDonald is five 

feet ten inches in height, weighs one 

hundred and eighty-five pounds and 
has dark brown hair and blue eyes. 

HE WANTED HER 
FOR MURDER! 

SHE WANTED HIM 

She leads the most des- 

perate ring of criminals 

ever known... .. Gets 

away with murder with 

her beauty ~~ until 

she is caught in her own 
love snare! 

with 

RICARDO 
COR Teta 
DUDLEY DIGGES 
UNA MERKEL 

WARNER BROS. 
& VITAPHONE 

HIT 

BEBE —_—. 
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A Great Story—A Great Cast— 
“The Maltese F alcon” 
Author Defends Much 
Maligned Detectives 

Dashiell Hammett Creates 
Great Mystery Play Starring 

Bebe Daniels, Now at 
.-.-------.-...-.. Theatre 

(Short Feature) 

_ “Nobody loves a private detective. 

He is the butt of a thousand jokes 

—the comedy relief in hundreds of 

novels and pictures — the thick- | 

headed, flat-footed straight man for 

wise-cracking comedians on 

and screen, 

stage 

“Yet the life of a private detec- 

tive is not altogether a succession 

of mistakes nor is it limited to ob- 

taining evidence for divorce actions. 

Many splendid private agencies exist 

in cities throughout the country, 

and, were the official police to ad- 

mit it, wide credit would be given 

to private investigators generally, 

for the proper solution of mysteries. 

This is the opinion of Dashiell 

Hammett, author of “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the best selling mystery 

novel from which Warner Bros. play 

of the same name, starring Bebe 

Daniels, and now at the .......... 

Theatre — was taken. Mr. Ham- 

mett before becoming a writer was 

for a number of years a detective 
for the Pinkerton Agency, and 

therefore is able to speak with 

authority. 

His Sam Spade, head of a detec- 

tive agency in “The Maltese Fal- 

con”—is pictured as being not un- 
moved by the feminine wiles of 

Ruth Wonderly, the adventuress, 

played with such sinister charm by 

Miss Daniels. Ricardo Cortez plays 

Spade and Mr. Hammett, after 

’ watching his work, expressed him- 
self as perfectly satisfied with the 

4~ -al, “Cortez is just right for 

Sauna S8y® the auvifot, “ne evi- 
dences keen judgment and cool 
courage—making Spade human un- 

der temptation and altogether nor- 

mal in his reactions to all sorts of 

trying situations. 
“He is hard enough and yet hu- 

man too. He is smart but not 

heroic. He puts over the qualities 

I have generally found in private de- 
tectives worthy of the name. They 
are not a perfect lot, but neither 

are they as lacking in intelligence 

as they have been made to appear. 

And not infrequently they do get 

their man.” 
The story of “The Maltese Fal- 

con” is a battle of wits between a 

smart detective and a clever woman. 

The result is never certain until 

the last fade-out. The picture is 

unique in film history in that it 

presents a feminine star of Miss 

Daniels’ importance, in a role which 

a less daring actress would never 

think of attempting. 

Others in the cast are Dudley 
Digges, Robert Elliott, Thelma Todd, 

Una Merkel, Otto Matiesen, Dwight 

Frye, Walter Long and J. Farrell 

MacDonald. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Agostino Borgato 
In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Agostino Borgato, who plays the 

part of Captain Jacobi in “The Mal- 

tese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. pic- 

ture starring Bebe Daniels, was born 

in Venice, Italy, in 1871 and edu- 

cated there and in Florence. He en- 

tered pictures in 1913. 
He has been seen in “Magic Flute,” 

“Kiss in Taxi,” “Helen of Troy,” 

“Hula,” “She Goes to War,” “Be- 

hind the Makeup,” “Romance of Rio 

Grande,” “Fifi’s Father,’ “Hot For 

Paris.” He is five feet ten inches 
in height and has black eyes and 

gray hair. 

FALCON 
DANIELS 

Ricardo Cortez 
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WEAPONS 

SHE USES 

love. 

From 

Her beauty never failed 

until she met the hardest 

detective that ever 

crossed her path. He 

wanted her for murder. 

She wanted him for 

. . Who wins? 

You will be swept with 

hair-raising speed 

through plot and coun- 

ter plot — intrigue inter- 

woven with mystery — 

You will be held spell- 

i bound to the very end. 

the sensational 

thriller “The Maltese Falcon,” 

by Dashiell Hammett. 

STRAND 
WARNER BROS. VITAPHONE PICTURE 

FAIL— / 
MAN'S 

mystery FALCON. 
vtt BEBE 

DANIELS 
RICARDO CORTEZ 

DUDLEY DIGGES 

UNA MERKEL 
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Digges Creates Odd 

Character In Weird 

“Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15, 193%) 

Dudley Digges, who is noted for 

his many excellent characterizations 

on stage and screen has never done 

a more unusual one than in support 

of Bebe Daniels in “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the Warner Brothers mys- 

tery melodrama, playing now at the 

Theatre. 

George Arliss in his autobiography 

“Up the Years from Bloomsbury” 

goes to great pains to pay Digges 

an exceedingly high compliment for 

his ability as an actor and as a 

stage manager. 

Digges has now become identified 

with talking pictures, after his suc- 

cessful “Outward 

Bound,” also for Warner Brothers, 

appearance in 

and will be seen in them with in- 

creasing frequency from this time 

on. 

Digges is an English actor who 

is equally well known for character 

roles in his native country and in 

America. He is a distinct addition 

to any featured cast. He began 

his stage career at the Manhattan 

Theatre in New York in 1904 with 

Mrs. Fiske. : 

LOST GRAND GIVES 
PROP THE JUMPS 

The property man on the 
Warner Bros. lot, during the 
filming of “The Maltese Fal- 
con,” the mystery romance star- 
ring Bebe Daniels, now at the 

Theatre, experi- 

enced one of those moments 
when it is hard to be nonchal- 
ant. Ten one-thousand-dollar- 
bills were used in one of the ex- 
citing sequences. 

The money is supposed to be 
on the person of the star who is 
duly searched—and it is to be 
found in possession of another, 

who confesses that he _ has 

palmed it. The excitement oc- 

curred when the money disap- 
peared for good. The prop 
man’s anxiety was relieved when 
it was discovered that the grand 
had slipped through a pocket— 
the bottom of which had not 
been sewed—into another part 
of the garment. - 

Those taking part in the 
weird murder mystery are 

Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, 
Una Merkel, Robert Elliott, 
Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 
Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 
Dwight Frye, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald and Agostino Borgato. 
The picture is an adaptation of 
the novel of the sarne name by 
Dashiell Hammett, formerly a 
Pinkerton detective Roy Del 
Ruth directed. 

Cortez Succeeds In 
Making A Hero Out 

Of Mere Detective 
(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Ricardo Cortez -has the principal 

supporting “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the Warner Brothers’ mys- 

tery melodrama, starring Bebe Dan- 

role in 

iels, which is now playing at the 

Theatre. 

Talking pictures have increased 

the popularity of Mr. Cortez and he 

is now one of the most constantly 

| 

employed feature players in Holly- 

wood. -He was born in Vienna but 

came to New York when only three 

years old and was educated there. 

After a brief fling in the financial 

world, Cortez turned to the pro- 

fession with considerable early suc- 

cess. He abandoned that for pic- 

tures however, and quickly became 

as great a picture favorite. 

Early roles include “In the Name 
of Love,” “The Spaniard,” “Helen 

of Troy,” “Sorrows of Satan” and 

“Mockery.” More recent roles in 
elude a featured) part in “Illicit” 
with Barbara Stanwyck. Cortez 

who is an ardent sportsman is power- 

fully built, more than six feet tall, 
weighing one hundred and seventy- 

five pounds. 

His role opposite Bebe Daniels in 

“The Maltese Falcon” is considered 
his most important contribution to 

the screen to date. 

| 
Dallas Star Wins 
New Laurels In A 

Mystery Thriller 
iheek, nba 1931) 

Bebe Daniels, now starring at °° 

Theatre in Warner Bro 

“The Maltese 

Falcon,” chose Dallas, Texas, both 

mystery romance, 

as the place to be born in and the 

place to make her stage debut—for 

she was carried on when ten weeks 

the 

both 

At 

was touring the country in Richard 

III in which her mother played. 

She appeared at the Belasco in Los 
Angeles in such plays as “Shore 

Acres,” “The Squaw Man” and 

“Zaza,” 
Before she was thirteen she was 

a leading lady in two-reel comedies, 
playing opposite Harold Lloyd in 

the “Lonesome Duke” and the “Boy 

and Girl? series. Bebe left slap 

stick forever with an important role 

in Cecil B. De Mille’s “Male and 

Female” and later costarred with 
Richard Dix in “Sinners in Heaven.” 

She was then placed at the head 

old in comedy “Jane,” in 

which her parents were ap 

pearing. the age of four she 

of her own production unit and 

starred in “The Campus Flirt,” 

“Senorita,” “She’s a Sheik” anu 

“Fifty-Fifty Girl.” 
Miss Daniels’ appearance in “Rio 

Rita” marked her as one of the real 
talking picture finds. “Dixiana” 

followed. She was recently seen in 

Warner Bros. “My Past,” with her 

husband, Ben Lyon, as her leading 

man. 
Miss Daniels is five feet three 

inches in height, weighs one hun- 

dred and nine pounds and has black 

hair and brown eyes. Her favorite 

pastimes are swimming, horseback 

riding, tennis and flying. 

Was Ann Rutledge In 
“Tl mcoin” Now Cast 
In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Una Merkel, who plays the part 
of Effie in “The Maltese Falcon,” 

the Warner Bros. mystery play star- 

ring Bebe Daniels, now at the 

ee Theatre, is gratefully re- 

membered for her portrayal of Ann 

Rutledge, sweetheart of Abraham 

Lincoln, in the recent Griffith film, 

which marked her talking picture 

debut. 
Born in Covington, Kentucky, 

Miss Merkel traveled with her par- 
ents for years, finishing her high 

school education in Philadelphia. 

She had been a child choir singer, 

had taught a Sunday School class— 

and later attended a dramatic school 

in New York, first securing a two- 

line part with Charlotte Walker in 

“Two by Two.” 

Her next work was a bit in “The 

Poor Nut.” She had decided — 

almost—to give up the stage in 

preference to regular meals, when 

John Golden gave her a chance to 

understudy in “Pigs,” and when it 

toured the country, she played the 

principal role. The same producer 

put her in “Two Girls Wanted” and 

then gave her the leading part op- 

posite Lynn Overman in “The 

Gossipy Sex.” 

Jed Harris borrowed her from 

John Golden for the part of Betty 

Lee in support of Helen Hayes in 

“Coquette.” New York critics were 

unanimous in their praise. of her 

work and Joseph Schenck of United 

Artists, put her under, long term 

contract. Her “Abraham Lincoln” 

was followed by the principal role 

in “Eyes of the World.” 

Miss Merkel, who is unmarried, 

may be spoken of as the old-fash- 

ioned type of girl, beautiful, sane, 

humorous, athletic—in short, whole- 

some, 

thre 

AVN 
7.\Kee) 
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BEBE DANIELS £ 

Theatre, Had Many Heart Affairs 

(Biographical Feature) 

Bebe Daniels, who is starred in ‘‘The Maltese Falcon,’’ the 
Warner Bros, mystery romance, now at the 
Theatre has had many affaires de coeur along the more or less 
rocky road to fame. Her first love episode was enacted, so she 
says, in a little red brick country schoolhouse in La Canada, 
near Los Angeles. 
My firet Adonis had sleck, red 

hair, wore a celluloid collar and had 

the dreamy eyes of a poet,” says 

the pretty star. “I had torn my 

sleeve and mussed my hair on the 

way to school. In fact I'd been 

thrown from my pony, Peanuts. I 

stole glances at this boy all day in 

school, hoping he wouldn’t see my 

torn dress, but only me. Oh, he was 

so handsome!” 

The first romance lasted, at least 

until Bebe had the habit of dressing 

up in her best voile for school— 

just for the benefit of the handsome 

read-head, 

LEAVES FIRST BEAU 

The dreamy-eyed boy, at last ac- 

counts, was still on the La Canada 

farm. Bebe left him for fame, 

riches, stardom and a black-haired 

Adonis who does not wear celluloid 
collars and who is not dreamy-eyed 
and poetical but practical and busi- 
ness-like. In between the. two ro- 
mances, the first and the last, were 

romantic excursions in the realm of 
stage, screen and real life—all punc- 
tuated by that ingratiating personal- 

. ~Mty that ha« earried Bebe from extra 
— bita on the stage as a child, to great | » 

emotional roles and staasing parts 
in such pictures as “Rio Rita,” 
“Dixiana,” “My Past” and “The 
Maltese Falcon.” 

Ben Lyon is the black-haired 
practical playboy who was to make 
the ideal mate for the girl who calls 
herself an extremist—either up in 
the heights or down in the depths. 

Soon their names were linked in 
Hollywood gossip, but it was dis- 
missed as just that. “Bebe Daniels 
marry Ben Lyonf Never!” com- 
mented the wise ones, and the ro- 
mance continued through a year— 
then eighteen months. 

HOW THEY MET 

Their first meeting was under 
peculiar circumstances. Bebe had 
been playing in pictures since her 
first contract with Harold Lloyd, 
making “Lonesome Luke” two-reel 
comedies. Ben had been in pictures 
in Hollywood for a number of years. 
Each apparently knew everyone else 
in Hollywood—but they never met 
until a chance took them both to 
the same party at a beach house. 

It was there that it happened. 
There was no delay. Ben called her 

back the next day and it was on. 
No one is foolish enough to try 
and explain why love matches ignite 
—particularly in Hollywood of all 
places. But in this instance, per- 

haps, although neither of the con- 
tracting parties knew it, kid psy- 
chology had something to do with 
it. The theory—if it is a theory— 
might be something. like this: 

JACK AND CHARLIE 

“When Jack Pickford and Marilyn 

Miller went their separate ways, 

Jack returned to Hollywood where 

he became very attentive to Bebé 

Daniels. Their friendship con- 

tinned for months. It was one of 

“the most-talked of affairs in the] 
film capital. 

-It continued during the time that 

- Miss Daniels was “engaged” to 

- Charlie Paddock, the sprinter. And 

on the telegraph wires. 

for some time thereafter. 

away to a whisper. 

It Be? 

GRUNDIES, | | 
IS NOW THE WIFE OF BIG BEN LYON 

Pretty Star Of “The Maltese Falcon,” Warner 
Bros. Mystery Melodrama, Now At _. 

nouncement of the engagement got 
a big play in the newspaper and 

Bebe was seen places with Charlie 

was also seen places with Jack Pick- 
ford. The “engagement” finally died 

Whether it 

NOW PLAYING 

WaARNE 
WARNER BROS. VITAPHONE PICTURE 

helped the 
is a matter 

at the box office 
conjecture. 

SUNNY 

In the time, Ben Lyon’s name 
was linked th that of Marilyn 
Miller. Then Ben came West again 
for the ania ated photographs, and 
Marilyn remsined in-the East. And 
that was that. 

Perhaps the kid did have some- 
thing to do with the meeting of two 
famous persons of this famous quar- 
tet. At } the long engagement 
culminated in the wedding, and Bebe 
and Ben got into Ben’s big car and 
fled to the golitudes of Santa Bar- 
bara and Del Monte. They were 
married June 14, 1930. They re- 
turned from their honeymoon to re- 
sume their sereen work, and to say 
little about romance—rather. to live 
it. 

BOTH SAY “I DO” 

They moved into the big beach 
house together — where they still 
live—and re-arranged the furnish- 
ings that had been adapted to a one- 

star home, to fit a two-star domicile. 

Both had their own ideas about 

But she 

Tonight! 
ANOTHER MA 
Who Will 

Police baffled! Nation in terror! 
mystery masks the workings of the most des- 
perate band of criminals ever known. Whose 
hand? Whose brain is behind it all? Can 
it be a woman’s? 

MALTESE 
FALCO 
~.... with BEBE 

DANIELS 
RICARDO 

CORTEZ 
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| 4 facility of listening to reason and 

N WILL DISAPPEAR 

With all her 
fascinating 
loveliness! 
different Bebe 
who will take 
your breath 

1’Em Over 
interior decoration, but both have in a country schoolhouse—could en- 

ter a romance in no other way. 
A close friend has said that one 

of their first agreements was that it 
was to be a long engagement—but 

giving and taking. Which is one of 

the prime necessities of a happy mar- 
ried life. Each is ambitious to go 
far in the screen field. Each wants 
to have @ career and romance. 

“It can be done,” says Bebe, “if 
both parties to the agreement under- 
stand. It can seldom be done where 
one is a professional and the other 
a non-professional. It is hard, but 
it can be done!” 

To this day they discuss their ro- 
mance only with their eldest friends. 

With Ben and Bebe this romance is 
strictly their own, and they have 

avoided the spotlight, as man and 
wife, as carefully as any Hollywood 
couple in history. 

Bebe plunged into the romance 
with Ben with the same tempera- 
mental abandon that she has always 
evidenced. The girl, whose first 
cradle was a canvass wardrobe trunk 
in her mother’s repertory theatre— 
who broke down and cried like a 

baby when a famous producer in- 
formed her she was to be a screen 
star——-who fell for a celluloid collar 

not a public one. They both would 
give themselves time to be sure they 
were right before they leaped. They 
were, 

“The Maltese Falcon” is an ad- 
aptation of Dashiell Hammett’s best- 
selling novel. The cast includes 
Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, Una 
Merkel, Robert Elliott, Thelma 
Todd, Otto Matiesen, Oscar Apfel, 
Walter Long, Dwight Frye, J. Far- 
rell MacDonald and Agostino Bor- 
gato. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Robert Elliott Is 
Again The Ominous 

Crook-In-Waiting 
(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Robert Elliott, whose slow-voiced- 
cop delineations have made him 
famous, again presents a variation 
of the part, in “The Maltese Fal- 
con,” the Warner Bros. picture star- 
ring Bebe Daniels, now at the .... 

Theatre, 
Mr. Elliott, who was born in Ire- . 

land, coming to America when quite 
young and devoting his time to the 
stage. He entered talking pictures 
in Warner Bros. “Lights of New 
York.” Other pictures are “Ro- 
mance of Underworld,” “Lone 
Wolf’s Daughter,” “Protection,” 
“The Valiant,” “Thunderbolt,” 
“Captain Thunder” and “The Door- 
way’ to Hell.” é 

Robert Elliott is six feet one and 
Who's Doing 
The Killings? one half inches: in height, weighs 

m one hundred and eighty-five pounds 
f and has dark brown hair and blue 

Agi eyes. 

Matiesen of Denmark 
Does Amusing Crook 
In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Biorraphy, April 15, 1931) 

ix Otto tiesen, who plays the part 

of Cairo, “Tackadaisical crook ~in 
“The Maltese Falcon,” the Warner 
Bros. mystery melodrama starring 
Bebe Daniels, now at the 
Theatre, is known all over the world 
for his unique characterizations. 
Born and educated in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, he has traveled and 
played in Germany, England, Aus- 
tralia, Canada and the United States. 

He entered pictures in 1913 in 
England after an expensive stage 
experience, 

Mr. Matiesen is five feet eight 
and one half inches in height, 
weighs one hundred and fifty 
pounds and has brown eyes and 
hair. 

Dwight Frye Seen in 
‘‘The Maltese Falcon’”’ 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

ter part of Wilmer the Kid in “The 
Maltese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. 
picture starring Bebe Daniels, now 

at the Theatre does the 

part with marked sincerity and a 
zest which is characteristic of the 
work of the man.w has wen for 
himself an enviable pucition among 
screen players for unique roles. 

Others in the cast of the supreme 
mystery thriller, which is an adapta- 

tion of Dashiell Hammett’s best-sell- 

ing novel, are Ricardo Cortez, Dud- 
ley Digges, Una Merkel, Robert El- 

liott, Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 

Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, J. Farrell 

MacDonald and Agostino Borgato. 

Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Admiral Byrd Visits Bebe 
On “Maltese Falcon” Set 

Deepest 

a ee er 

N 
; (Advance Reader) 

Admiral Richard E. Byrd, a per- 
sonal friend of Bebe Daniels, who 

is starred in “The Maltese Falcon,” 
the Warner Bros. picture” which 

comes to the .......... Theatre .. 

ee ey next, was permitted to 

visit her on the set during the film- 

ing of the strange thriller, on his 
promise not to divulge the sort of 

character the screen favorite really 

purtrays, until the picture was re- 
leased. He expressed his admira- 
tion in no uncertain terms. 

A 

away! 
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Perfect One Column Ads— On 
 Expense—Heavy On Sales Value: 

Casting Director Is 
Lucky in Types Used 
In Weird Melodrama 

“The Maltese Falcon” Starring 
Bebe Daniels With Strong 

er tee 
(Feature) 

Any picture using such exact 
types as “The Maltese Falcon,” in 
which Bebe Daniels is starred by 
Warner Brothers and which is show. 

ing now at the Theatre, 

offers unusual difficulties for the 

Robert Elliott Returns 
To Ominous Dickdom 

(Advance Reader) 

“The Maltese Falcon” the Warner 

Bros. mystery melodramatic romance 

starring Bebe Daniels and coming 

to the ah | lt. Ree ae 

next featured Robert Elliott, who 
is 80 consummate in his portrayals 
of slow-voiced detectives, in a grim 

variation of the role. The cast is 

a strong one, Roy Del Ruth directed. 

STRAND 

Detective Must Let 
Head Rule Heart, 
Says Mr. Hammett 

Author of “Maltese Falcon” 
Coming To ________.. Theatre 

Flays Sentimentality 

(Advance Story) 

Any man who lets his heart rule 

his head is temperamentally un- 
fitted to be a detective, private or 
public, according to Dashiell Ham- 
mett, author of “The Maltese Fal- 

ONLY 

MAN 

SHE 

LOVED- 

ONLY MAN SHE 

COULDN'T TAKE! 

She gave him her 

“Maltese Falcon” Star 
Thinks That Women 
Should Know Arms 

Bebe Daniels “Now at _.______.. 
Theatre as Star of Warner 
Bros. Mystery Romance 

Explains Why She 
Thinks So 

(Current Story) 

Bebe Daniels speaking: “Ability 

to handle a gun in a confident man- 

ner has come to be part of the train- 

casting director. con,” the new Warner Brothers mys- 

After both Miss Daniels and the tery melodrama starring Bebe ee ae 1m © Grete wecommplished aster one 

studio had agreed to the unusual ane Lecce «gl ieee Peemameia tes foo ree. A: the Amorienn ‘eggs ct 

vehicle for the star, the hunt for pines et SE ae Theatre ........ screen. 

exceptional types or people who = 
could act them was begun by Rufus 
LeMaire, the casting director, 

The leading man was described as 

a sophisticated, hard visaged and 

clever man, not a hero type, but 
likable. Ricardo Cortez, who is 
more often a light heavy in roles 
than a sympathetic hero, seemed the 

logical choice and was picked first. 
A sleek, fat, mild-mannered black- 

guard, willing to flatter or murder 

as best served his interests. was an- 
other problem. That required no 
little search and was finally solved 
when it was found that the famous 
character actor, Dudley Digges, was 

available. 
For the’ detective role, Robert 

Elliott was cast at ence. A man 
who could play the part of a 
scheming voluptuary was another 
dificult assignment. It is a thor- 

oughly unpleasant role but Otto 

Matiesen proved his ability as an 
actor by making up for the part and 
eonvineing both camera and micro- 
phone that he could act the part, 

For the part of a cheating wife 

and a spoiled woman Thelma Todd 
was finally cast after mi~v_ tests 
had been made. Una Me =; wh* 

pinyed Ann Rutledge in “Abraham 

Lincoln” was given the role of the 

long-suffering and skilfully evasive 

secretary. 

The role of a young gunman was 

given to Dwight Frye only after 

convincing screen tests had indi- 

cated that he could do the patt 

convincingly. Walter Long as a 

private detective, J. Farrell Mac- 

Donald as a policeman and Oscar 

Apfel as the district attorney were 

added and the cast was complete. 

This sounds easier than it really 

is. After the ideal people for a 

picture are picked it is common to 

“Sooner or later they are called 

upon to make a show of gun play 

and any evidence of timidity or 

awkwardness in the use of firearms 

is certain to be caught by the audi- 

ence and ridiculed!” 

MISTRESS OF Criminals, especially women who 
have criminal inclinations, depend 
upon the vast quantity of human 
sympathy that most people possess 
to further their schemes and safe- 
guard them if they eventually get 
into trouble, according to the 

author, who deserted private detec- 

tive work to write novels. 

A beautiful woman can do more 

mischief with less danger of dis- 

covery than the cleverest man crook, 

the same authority adds, and beauti- 
ful women and clever men both fig- 

ure in the peculiar situations de- 

veloped in “The Maltese Falcon.” 

The picture is adapted from the 
novel of the same name by Hammett 
and was directed by Roy Del Ruth. 
Maude Fulton, Lucien Hubbard and 
Brown Holmes are given credit for 
the adaptation and dialogue. .The 

cast includes Ricardo Cortez, Robert 
Elliott, Dudley Digges, Thelma Todd, 

Una Merkel, Otto Matiesen, Dwight 

Frye, Walter Long, Agostino Borgato 

and J. Farrell MacDonald. 

Bebe Daniels, whose latest Warner 

Brothers picture, “The Maltese Fal- 

con,” a modern, sophisticated mys- 

tery story, now playing at the 

Theatre, is one actress 

who has become proficient in the use 

of firearms through rifle and pistol 
practice, but she has seldom had 
occasion to use this training in pic- 
tures until this production gave her 
an entirely new kind of role in a 

strangely “different” picture. 

Miss Daniels: handles the “deadly 
weapons” she has occasion to use in 
“The Maltese Falcon’ in a manner 
so adroit that the audiences will 
have no doubt of her ability. 

“Every woman in these hectic 
times should know how and when to 

use a gun,” says Miss Daniels, “and 

the fact that she can and will, if 

necessary, use one, gives a woman 

__|self-assurance that can be -secureg-— 
; no~ot SS a = 

“The Maltese Falcon,” is an ad- 

adaptation of the mystery novel of 

Dashiel Hammett. The cast includes 

Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, 

Una Merkel, Robert Elliott, 

Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, Oscar. 

Apfel, Walter Long, Dwight Frye, 

J. Farrell MacDonald and Agostino 

Borgato. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Ancient Wa” ners 
Sold At A Premmum 

For Use In Films 

(Advance Story) 

Old fashioned wallpaper furnishes 

a real problem for art directors and 

set designers working in Hollywood 

and the time may come when it will 

‘| be necessary for studios to- print 

~| their own. 

A fr ten hotel lobby in a 

BEBE 
DANIELS 
RICCARDO 
CORTEZ 

DUDLEY DIGGES 

UNA MERKEL 

Bebe Daniels Stars 

In Mystery Play By 

Ex-Pinkerton Man 
Warter Bros. mystery play, “The 

Malt@se Falcon,” coming to the .. 

~~, ... Theatre .......+.- next, 

find them not available at the right 

time. The production of “The Mal- 

tese Falcon” was delayed slightly 

until these particular actors and ac- 

tresses were all free to accept the 

roles. Not all pictures have to be 

east so carefully but every role in 

“The Maltese Falcon” is a distinct 

characterization that calls for a par- 

ticular type and especial ability. 

Roy Del Ruth directed, “The Mal- 

tese Falcon” which is adapted from 

the novel of the same name k 

Dashiell Hammett. 2 

> “Famous “Story Town” Is 

Locale For Mystery Play 

(Current Reader) 

Colorful San Francisco, called one 

of the three “story towns” of the 

United States is locale for much of 

the weird action of “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the Warner Bros. picture 

starring Bebe Daniels, now at the} 

The famous 
> Sees: Theatre. 

star is cast as an adventuress who 

stops at nothing to win what she 

wants—and succeeds in all but the 

possession of the one man she really 

~ wants. 

Bebe Daniels Is Mystery 

Feared! Loved! 

Wanted for a 

hundred crimes! 

Beware of 

Action! 

Intrigue! Romance! 
Mystery! 

the hideous, . large-patterned design 

once popular in semi-public rooms. 

What was finally found was an ex- 

pensive grade of wool mat paper 

which was secured at a cost of ten 

times the original selling price. 

The manufacturer of old-fashioned 

wallpapers may yet prove to be a 

profitable business venture in Holly- 

wood ‘because even studio scouts in 

the hinterland will eventually ex- 

haust the supply of old patterns. 

“The Maltese Falcon” is an adap- 

tation of the novel of the same name 

by Dashiell Hammett, formerly a 

Pinkerton _ detective. Those who 

support Miss Daniels are Ricardo 

Cortez, Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, 

Robert Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto 

Matiesen, Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 

Dwight Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald 

and Agostino Borgato. Roy Del 

Ruth directed. 

Most Obvious Hiding Place 
Proves Safest For Loot 

(Current Reader) 

In “The Maltese Falcon,” Warner 

4 starring Bebe Daniels, gave the 

studio decorators \trouble from a (| IR | 

Huntress hunted! wallpaper standpoint. It required 

Cut No. 9 Cut 20c Mat sc 

——————————————————————— 

Borgato Makes Much Of 

World’s Shortest Role 

(Current Reader) 

In “The Maltese Falcon,” the War- 

ner Bros. mystery melodrama, star- 

ring Bebe Daniels, and now at the 

Theatre, Agostino Bor- 

turess who gets she 

wants except the man she wants— 

and pays—as a woman is alleged to 

do. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

4ue 

(Current Story) 

“The Maltese Falcon,” a mystery 

melodrama with Bebe Daniels in the 

starring role, is the current Warner 

Brothers picture at the 

Theatre. The story is an adaptation 

of the novel of the same name, by 

Dashiell Hammett, ex-Pinkerton de- 

tective, whose stories have become 

best-sellers in the last few years. 

As suggested by the title, Miss 

Daniels plays an entirely new type 

of role as a member of one of the 

weirdest crime rings in modern fic- 

tion. A venturesome actress in an 

adventuress role. 

An excellent supporting cast is 

seen in “The Maltese Falcon,” head- 

ed by Ricardo Cortez, Robert Elliott, 

Dudley Digges and Una Merkel. 

Other well known players seen in 

the production are Otto Matiesen, 

Walter Long, Dwight Frye, Thelma 

Todd and J. Farrell MacDonald. 

Roy Del Ruth directed from the 

script prepared by Maude Fulton, 

Brown Holmes and Lucien Hubbard, 

MALTESE | 
i y.\(ce) 
BEBE DANIELS 
RICCARDO CORTEZ 

Bros. mystery melodrama starring 

Bebe Daniels, now at the 

Theatre a valuable suitease for the 

possession of which murders have 

been committed is successfully hid- 

den for twenty-four hours by the 

simple expedient of checking it in 

a hotel and mailing the stub to an 

agreed address. “The Maltese Fal- 

con” is one of the most weirdly 

fascinating stories ever sereened. 

|Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Woman In ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
y) 

F (Current Reader) 

Bebe Daniels, who is starred in 

Warner Bros. “The Maltese Falcon,” 

= now at the Theatre, plays 

a weird adventuress, with many names 

and the power to win all men except 

the one man she wants to win. The 

play is an adaptation of the famous 

> novel of the same name by 

coeur es ee 

F a3 
i 
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» Jean Libbey novels within the last | 

shousands Read The Book — Thousands 
_ Want to See The Picture. Mention The Book! 
TOO MUCH CHARACTER SWEETENING 
MAY SPOIL ANY THEATRICAL PIE, 

SAYS STAR OF “MALTESE FALCON” 

In Warner Bros. Great 
Showing at the 

: Bebe Daniels Portrays Anything But Saccharine Heroine 
Mystery Drama Now 

Theatre 

(Short Feature) 

Hollywood, Calif—According to Bebe Daniels too much 
character sweetening may spoil the finest theatrical pie, while 
the proper dash of spice may serve to increase the publie ap- ‘ : é a petite. She rightly believes that the public is quickly satiated 
with the player who is continually featured as the sweet-and-un- 
suspecting. 

fate that has overtaken the Laura 

generation. 

“I welcomed the chance to play | 
the part of the startling woman of 
the world in ‘The Maltese Falcon,’ 

screen version of Dashiell Ham 

mett’s mystery romance of the same 

name, There are no mollycoddles 

in this story. You don’t know at 
the end of the first reel whether 

I fall into the arms of the hero and 

prove myself an unsuspecting little 

‘ngenue—and you are in the same 

quandary at the final fade-out. 
Every woman wants to keep people 

guessing. I certainly do, as the 

amazing Miss Wonderly of ‘The 

Maltese Falcon’.” 

Miss Daniels believes that many 

stars have lost their popularity be- 

cause of their unwillingness to 

sacrifice their cinema reputation for 

austere morality. That is, that they 

would never take a chance at a role 
that indicated, even slightly, that 

they were not all that Elsie Dins 

more wanted to be. 

“T am not calling for unhappy 
endings,” Miss Daniels adds. “They 

are seldom necessary. Life isn’t all 
made up of ‘living happily ever af- 
terward’ nor is it an uninterrupted 

-* disaster. Human be- 
are not often very, very zood 

very, very bad—and if they hap- 

pen to be either, they are fearfully 

uninteresting.” 

Miss Daniels’ role in Warner Bros. 
“The Maltese Falcon,” now at the 

ee Theatre, is frankly a 

somewhat daring experiment for the 

star. Few players, even those who 
are as firmly established as Miss 
Daniels is, would attempt a part 

so unsympathetic — and yet she 

imbues the mysterious adventuress 

with a fascination quite irresistible. 
Others in the cast are Ricardo 

Cortez, Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, 

Robert Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto 

Matiesen, Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 

Dwight Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald 

and Agostino Borgato. The unusual 

photography is by Bill Rees. Adapta- 

tion and dialogue are by Maude 

Fulton, Lucien Hubbard and Brown 

Holmes. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Dashiell Hammett Novel Is 

Filmed As ‘Maltese Falcon’ 

(Advance Reader) 

The Dashiell Hammett best 

seller, “The Maltese Falcon” which 

has been filmed by Warner Bros. 

starring Bebe Daniels, comes to the 

Si Theatre next. 

The story is a thrilling mystery 

melodrama in which the star figures 

as an alluring adventuress who 

wins all men except the one she 

wants to win. It is the real, old- 

time, honost-to-goodness melodrama 

brought up to date. Roy Del Ruth 

Directed. 

They Appear To Be Nice 

Folks Trying To Get Along 

(Advance Reader) 

The desperate characters in “The 

Maltese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. | 

mystery melodrama starring Bebe} 

Daniels, coming to the 

theetra next. pre _to all 

> appearances extremely agreeable | 

people—yet all of them have mur-| 

der at heart. Miss Daniels plays a) 

striking part which seems to be ay 

-eombination of Cleopatra and Lady | 

Macbeth. The thrilling plays is an | 

adaptation of the successful novel | 

of the same name by Dashiell Ham. | 

mett. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

| 
| 
| 
| 

A star may carry sim 
simpleness, and eventually suffer the ——— 

plicity to the point of mere 

Long Plays Shortest 

Role on Record With 

Unforgettable Gusto 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Walter Long, who plays the part 

of Archer in “The Maltese Falcon,” 

the Warner Bros. picture starring 

Bebe Daniels, now at the 

Theatre, makes much of a part which 

is probably the shortest speaking on 

record—since but three words are 

used and those whispered. 

Mr. Long was long on the stage, 

entering pictures in 1909. His pic- 

“The Birth of a Na- 

tion,’ “Robber Sheik,’ “Blood and 

” “Gang War,” “Me, Gang- 

ster,’ “White Pants Willie,” “Back 

to God’s Country,” “Black Watch” 

and scores of others. 

He belongs to Hollywood Post No. 

43, American Legion, Sons of the 

Revolution, Hollywood Athletic Club, 
aD 
ae 

tures include 

Sand, 

masquers, ai CVs suugo ut -né 

A.M. He was born in Milford, New 

Hampshire, on March 5th, 1879 and 

educated in Nashua, New Hampshire. 

He inches in 

hight, weighs two hundred pounds, 

is five feet, eleven 

and has gray eyes and brown hair. 

He is. marriéd and has a son of six. 

it’s Headed This Way! 

Cut No.5 Cut 20c Mat sc 

Oscar Apfel Is District 
Attorney In Mystery Film 

(Advance Reader) 

Oscar Apfel whose characteriza- 

tions have made him sq many friends 
in the cinema world appears as the 

district attorney in “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the mystery meéloarama 
produced by Warner Bros. which 

S0MeCE tOot06. 6. vies Theatre 

next. Bebe Daniels is 
starred as the astounding Miss Won- 

derly, adventuress and master-mind 

who wins all men except the one 

man she wants. Roy Del Ruth di- 

rected. 

Honor Among Thieves 
Theory Disproved By 
“The Maltese Falcon” 

Bebe Daniels Seen as Adven- 
turess in Warner Bros. Mys- 
tery Play, Coming to __ 

5 Theatre 

(Advance Story) 

among thieves 

theory according 

Honor 

ploded 

is an ex- 

to “The 

Maltese Falcon” the mystery melo- 

drama, in which Bebe Daniels is 

starred by Warner Brothers, which 

opens at ths giswas 

Theatre ee MOxt. 

The fact that none of the men 

and women who figure in this story 

trusts any one else, gives rise to 

many dramatic situations. A group 

of people, unwilling to turn 

his back on any of the others, sits 

through the night in one apartment, 

awaiting daylight and the delivery 

of a strange package for the posses- 

sion of which they are each willing 

to commit murder. 

“The Maltese Falcon” offers Miss 

Daniels a dangerously different role, 

one never before attempted by a 

star at the height of her popularity. 

Rather than being fearful of the 

effect the picture will have on her 

career, Miss Daniels is confident 

that “The Maltese Falcon” will 

prove to be her most popular char- 

acterization. 

The cast includes Ricardo Cortez, 

Dudley Digges, Robert Elliott, Otto 

Matiesen, Una Merkel, Thelma Todd 

and many others. The picture is 

an adaptation of Dashiell Hammett’s 
best-selling novel of the same name. 

Roy Del Ruth directed. 

each 

Your Uncle Dudley Again 
Proves His Versatility 

(Current Reader) 

Dudley Digges, who plays an in- 

drigumg wart tir “he .Maltaraa 

Falcon,” the Warner Bros. mystery 
romance starring Bebe Daniels, now 

at the Theatre was for 
years manager for George Arliss, at 

the same time playing whatever 

part was assigned to him, with con- 

summate skill. He was for many 

Miss Bebe Daniels 
Among Richest Of 

| Hollywood Women 

Star of “Maltese Falcon” 
Now At Strand Theatre, 
Knows How To Turn 
Many a Penny. 

(Feature) 

Hollywood, Calif—Even the hob- 

at the 

Theatre in “The Mal- 

tese Faleon”’—could, if necessary, be 

bies of Bebe Daniels—now 

turned into eash, 

Long before Calvin Coolidge or 

financial necessity made the nation 

economy-conscious Bebe knew the 

value of money. She was a stage 

child, and made her first appearance 

on it at the age of ten months. She 

early realized (some time after her 

original presentation to an audi- 

ence) that all around her were 

people who were almost traditionally 

improvident. Thus when she began 

to make money she began to save. 

Today she is one of the wealthiest 

individuals in Hollywood. But if 

she were to lose all her money next 

week she soon could have a sizeable 

bank account. 

For instance, she could become a 

professional interior decorator. She 

now owns three houses in Holywood 

which have been rented furnished. 

She decorated the houses and took 
an active part in their planning. It 

was her notion of something inter- 

esting to do, and with a certain 

talent for drawing she was well 

equipped at the outset. Hollywood’s 

real estate development has been 

generally profitable for her, 

MUSIC COULD PAY 

But take another hobby, music. 

She plays well enough and has suf- 

fiaisat apnsive] thaskeraund_to give 
piano instruction. Not to a would- 

be Godowsky, but she could impart 
sufficient musical information to 

satisfy the average parent. 

She has a collection of first edi- 

tions that are a good deal more 

valuable than her single Rolls-Royce 
seasons active in the Theatre Guild.| . 4 two Fords. They include a None- 

IN THE MESHES 

OF THE MOST 

MYSTERIOUS 

CRIME RING 

THAT EVER 

BAFFLED THE 

ela He) BAe) 

CONTINENTS! 

WITH 

BEBE DANIELS 
ricARDOCORTEZ 

‘ 

ill! 

Picture 

Una Merkel — Dudley Digges 
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in her own net! 

jf ed by the detective 

ee od lured there to 

Her scnsuows 

beauty could not conquer 

ae who had no heart! 

A Warner Bros. 
éf Vitaphone 

APOLLO 

such edition of Shakespeare, a first 

of Thornton Wilder’s “The Cabala,” 

Anatole France’s “Penguin Isle”— 
and Donald Ogden Stewart’s “Per- 

fect Behavior.” They and the 

others could be converted into vary- 

ing sums of cash, and so could her 

sword collection, which dates from 

the 12th century. 

Her interests all are consciously 

or unconsciously traceable to her 

thrift. She pretends to have no in- 

terest in national politics, but she is 

vitally interested in any local polli- 

tical activity in Hollywood that will 

have an effect upon her property. 

She doesn’t leave these things to her 

attorneys, but keeps in touch with 

trends because it is just as much a 

hobby with her as, for instance, 

aqua-planing, which she learned a 

couple of years ago because no other 

movie actress seemed interested in 
it at the time, and Bebe wanted to 

be able to do at least one thing no- 

body else could do. 

HER GOWNS 

She sees no point in buying her 

clothes in Paris. In fact she usu- 

ally buys her clothes right in Holly- 

wood. Her visits to New York are 

so infrequent though (she is there 

now for the first time in more than 
a year) that she prefers to depend 
on a modiste nearer home than to 

one a continent’s breath away. 

Her really favorite sport cannot 

be elassed as one of the most ex- 

travagant pastimes. It’s fencing. 

She plays backgammon and bridge 

because she is lucky. 

Oh, yes. Her ancestors 

Spanish, Dutch.and .Seateb.. 

The cast of “The Maltese Falcon” 

includes Ricardo Cortez, Dorothy 

Christy, Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, 

Robert Elliott, Thelma Todd, Ott~ 

Matiesen, Oscar Anfel, Walt ~* Long, 
Dwight Frye, J. Fa:reil Ma&cDonald 

and Agostino Borgato. Boy Del 

were 

Ruth directed. 



HOLDS LARGE 
Bebe Daniels Starred in Warner Bros. Picture 

© Version of Dashiell Hammett Novel, 
Now At The ...__.. Theatre 

(Review Featuring the Story) 

The large audience at the Theatre last night, at 
the opening performance of ‘‘The Maltese Falcon’’ starring 
Bebe Daniels, gave unmistakable evidence that the much- 
heralded thriller was all that had been claimed for it and more. 
It is a spellbinder, and what is more—a different sort of spell- 
binder—for Dashiell Hammett, from whose novel the picture 
is taken—has written into the story, 

his experience of detectives and 

their prey—gained over long years 

as a Pinkerton man. 
Miss Wonderly, the heroine 

if she can be so-called—is a baf- 

fling adventuress who keeps every- 
——bedy guessing to the last moments 

of the play whether she is what she 

seems to be—or what the detectives 

think she is. The fuss is all about 
the statuette of a bird—presumably 

a faleon—the body of which is 

¢erammed with priceless jewels — 
es@ospirited from Hong Kong — 

PGirange means—causing much ex- 
emient on the way — several mur- 

Gere — and many tricks by the 
ly-wise Miss Wonderly — to 

Menke herself appear more sinned 

Peemmst than sinning. 
[Miss Daniels gives a brilliant per- 
formance as the alleged queen of the 
Grime ring—who wins over all men 

@xeept the one man she really wants 
fo win. This individual—head of 

Pee metective agency—is played by 
Ha@atdo Cortez. Others in the cast 
@tew Dudley Digges, 

1S aie 

" BEWARE! 
You're Marked 

by the 

Una Merkel,melodrama to see and see again. 

Robert Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto 

Matiesen, Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 

Dwight Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald 

and Agostino Borgato. 

The adaptation of the Hammett 

novel is by Maude Fulton, Lucien 

Hubbard and Brown Holmes. Roy 

Del Ruth directed. Scenes of the 

hair-raising mystery are laid in San 

Francisco. 

“The Maltese Falcon” is in the 

tradition of the best in mystery and 

detective fiction. It is the sort that 
makes millions of the great, the 

near great and ordinary mortals, 

burn the midnight oil and feel their 

hair rising in answer to their ting- 

ling nerves. It is an escape from 

ordinary commonplaces, and so im- 

personal that it is a rest for mind 

and body. 

The role of Miss Wonderly is a 

daring one and the versatile star 

of “Rio Rita,” “Dixiana” and “My 
Past” gives a vital performance. 

This is a picture which the present 

reviewer advises all lovers of real 

“You can’t pull the 

love stuff on me. If 

cond leptihiaes don. at. the 
ae Theatre. SFY ga see Ret eees : 

“Any woman one can be SeHara 

of, soon loses her lure,” says the 

who has 

played leading roles opposite almost 

MAITESE 
FALCON 

yO 
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Supporting Bebe Daniels in “The 

Maltese Falcon’ at the Theatre. 

Cortez Counsels~ 
Women To Keep 

Men Guessing 

Bebe Daniels, Starred in “Mal- 
tese Falcon’? Does Just That 
In Absorbing Mystery Film 

(Current Story) 

Ability to keep a man guessing 

RF eS pig eR 

well-known leading man 

every feminine star in motion pic- 

tures. 

For these reasons Cortez thorough- 

ly approves of the role played by 

Miss Daniels in “The Maltese Fal- 

con” and feels that his own part is 

convincing because he portrays the 

character of a detective who is 

powerfully attracted to a woman 

who is both a riddle and a temptress. 

——_—[—————————— 

is woman’ssnrest weapon, in thes 

jj dn Kitiope sis oysiiome kien thi Ine 

“The Maltese Falcon,’’ Warner Bros. Mystery 
Romance Starring Bebe Daniels, Now 

Showing At The Theatre 

(Feature) 

In ‘‘The Maltese Faleon,’’ the Warner Bros. mystery ro- 

mance starring Bebe Daniels, now at the Theatre, 

the vast store of stolen jewels is supposed to be hidden in a 

statuette which is in the form of a faleon—that strange bird of 

prey whose rapacity has made it the centre of one of the most 

ancient sports of the world. 
Hawking 

falconry in which a hooded falcon, 

hawk, eagle, vulture or other bird is 

fastened to a cord and borne on the 

wrist to be set free at a signal, to 

in flight. For the 

purpose, the hood is removed. Fal- 

is another name for 

capture birds 

conry is mentioned in the writings 

of Pliny, Aristotle and Martial and 
appears to have been known in 

China 2000 years B.C. It is found 

in Japanese records as far back as 

600 B.C. and at an equally early 

date in India, Arabia, Persia and 

Syria. 

Faleonry was introduced . into 

England about 860 A.D. and was 

followed with ardour not even ex- 

celled by fox hunting, down to the 

seventeenth century. Stringent laws 

were passed, notably during the 

reigns of William the Conqueror, 

Edward III, Henry VIII and Eliza- 

beth relative to the sport. 

Faleons and hawks are allotted to 

degrees and orders of men according 

to their rank and station, for in- 

stance, to the emperor Ss eagle 

oe athe Sa jot ies: 
Bn gt 

“= 
-omes Blonde ror 

Role In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Current Reader) 

Bebe Daniels donned a blonde wig 

to add another touch of mystery to 

the weird and alluring part she 

plays in her latest starring vehicle, 

Warner Bros. “The Maltese Falcon,” 

now at the Theatre. The 

thrilling and absorbing story is an 

adaptation of the novel by the same 

name, written by Dashiell Hammett, 

Roy Del Ruth directed. 

As-*flown: consists of ¢ ah 
(confined to the British Isles) Diack: 

game, pheasants, partridges, quails, 

landrails, ducks teal woodcocks, 

snipes herons, rooks, crows, gulls, 

magpies, jays, blackbirds, thrushes, 

hares and rabbits. The hawks used 
in England are the three great 

northern species—the Greenland, 

Iceland and Norway falcons. The 

peregrine, the hobby, the merlin, the 

goshawk and the sparrow-hawk are 

also used. The most efficient for 

general use are the peregrine faleon 

and the goshawk. In all hawks the 

Seer thriller will take 
ae eyou by storm, 2 

When a man’s after a mur- 
deress he has no time for love.” FALCON! 

s BEBE 
| DANIELS | 

Temptingly beautiful--thrillingly exciting! 4 

RICARDO 
CORTE 
DUDLEY DIGGES 
UNA MER | 
aati 

Hammett’s 
case 

= 34. ONG has. hese th 

4strange murder on- 
: erie the + is oe 80- 

“Keep ’em guessing” is Cortez’s 

counsel to women who would attract 

men. 

Miss Daniels and Mr. Cortez head 

a cast which includes Robert Elliott, 

Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, Otto 

Matiesen, Thelma Todd, Dwight 

Frye, Agostino Borgato, Walter Long 

and J. Farrell MacDonald. Roy Del 

Ruth directed. 

Bebe Of The Merry Masque 
Turns To Melodrama 

(Current Reader) 

Bebe Daniels, who has endeared 

herself to the public in as many 

light comedy roles as serious ones, 

appears as a weird adventuress of 

strange fascinations, in “The Mal- 

tese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. pic- 

ture now at the Theatre. 

The tense melodrama is a sereen 

version of the successful novel of 

the same name by Dashiell Ham- 

mett. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

female is larger and more powerful 

than the male, 

“The Maltese Falcon,” pictures a 
type of woman who is also more 

deadly than the male. Miss Daniels 

portrays this strangely alluring ad- 

venturess with superb finish. Others 

in the cast are Ricardo Cortez, Dud- 

ley Digges, Una Merkel, Robert 

Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto Matie- 

sen, Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 

Dwight Frye, J. Farrell MaeDonald 

and Agostino Borgato. 

“The Maltese Faleon” was adapted 
from the best-selling detective novel 

of Dashiell Hammett, by Maude 

Fulton, Lucien Hubbard and Brown 

Holmes. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Hammett Mystery Baffles 
All Amateur Unravelers 

(Current Reader) 

“Tha. Maltasa a SOT 
en version ot the novel . os thse, same 

% RE 
oa name. “by Dashiell Hab ett: is sol 

SCEH isu, ; 

lution is absolutely plausible, Miss 

Bebe Daniels gives a gorgeous per- 

formance as the weird and 1omantic 

adventuress around whom the story 

revolves. ‘Rol Del Ruth ~‘rected. 

>. and 
RICARDO CORTEZ 

Why Are Dangerous Women 
The Most Attractive? 

(Current Reader) 

Bebe Daniels, famous for fine 

players of a}l sorts and conditions 
of romantic iadies, has never been 
quite so fascinating as in the role 

of the amazing Miss Wonderly—and 

aliases—the murderous love-adven- 

turess in “The Maltese Falcon,” the 

Warner Bros. production, now at 
the Theatre. The part 

makes one quite sure that the fe- 

male of the species may be, on oe- 

casion, more deadly than thé male. 
Why are the dangerous women the 

most attractive? Don’t all answer 
at once. : 

COLISEUM 
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~ 
nine fans, but; he holds no such 
appeal of perfection to me. We 
have delightful clashes of ideas and 
ideals and both profit from them. 
I don’t know that he is the greatest 
actor in the industry and I’m quite 
sure he doesn’t ghink I am the best 
actress, but as“ husband and wife 
we have found a middle ground of 
understanding and tolerance that 
makes, I really believe, for perma- 
nent happiness” 

Probably it takes courage to say 
such things, but Bebe Daniels has 
courage. 

“Ben and I have played together 
in two pictures,” she added, “one 
before we were married and one 

THAT WOMAN RI TO OVERLOOK 
DECLARES “MALTESE FALCON” STAR 

Bebe Daniels, Now At Ths. ss - Wheaten Warner 
Bros. Mystery Romance, Talks Of The Husband 
And Lover In General And Her Own In Particular 

By CARLISLE JONES 
; (Feature for Woman's Page) 

_ Hollywood, Calif —‘ A woman will forgive a man for any- 
thing except being uninteresting,’’ according to Bebe Daniels. 
Dullness is the thing that spoils pictures, breaks up marriages 

and wrecks homes.’’ 
There is certainly nothing dull about either Miss Daniels or 

fo n Important Part Of Your 
* Campaign. See Page 
DULLNESS THE ONE FAULT IN A MAN 

Two for Effective Frames: / 

Her 

BEAUTY 

Is Her 

BAIT! 

She Uses 

her new picture, ‘‘The Maltese 
all the precedent for feminine stars 
and plays a role which has proved 
something of a shock to her ad- 

mirers. In a blonde wig that sets 
off her beauty in startling fashion 
athough it detracts—purposely I be- 
lieve—from the sympathetic quali- 
ties of her face, Miss Daniels 
welcomed me to the set of “The Mal. 
tese Falcon.” 

“IT hope I can trust you not to 
give away the real character of the 
woman I am playing in this story,” 
she smiled. “If you will do that 
for me, I’ll try to be honest in my 

interview with you.” 

It was a bargain. This is no ex- 

pose of the secrets of her new pic- 
ture. But it tells all—well, almost 

all—of her ideas of men and mar- 
riage. 

“IT think the world is always a 
little indifferent to heroes who are 
too perfect, and to roles in pic- 
tures which show them that way,” 

she said in answer to my statement 
that the story I hoped to write was 
to be about “a heroine and her 
heroes. 

“And I think that same rule ap- 

phes “ni ,.) ate life, too. Men who 

ATG eitner too good or too bad are 
liable to be frightfully dull com- 

pany. 

“You note that the great lovers 
of the world’s history didn’t go in 
for perfection in a big way. The 
men who have been notoriously suc- 

cessful with women were the Don 
Juans, the Casanovas, the Solomons 

and the Mare Anthonys, and none 
of them had what one might call a 

blotless escutcheon. 

“There’s Dante,” suggested Ricar- 

do Cortez, Miss Daniels’ present 
leading man and an interested by- 

stander. 

“And Brigham Young” — added 

Roy Del Ruth, the director, slyly 

I thought, with the faintest sugges- 

tion of a smile though he is known 

as the director who never smiles. 

“Well, Dante may have been per- 
fection,” Miss Daniels agreed, “but 

he didn’t seem to make much of an 

Faleon,’’ in which she discards 

impression on Beatrice. I believe 
he saw her but once, and that she 

never saw him at all. Nor would 

the average American girl see him 

as a possible sweetheart or husband 
either. There was no color in his 

love, although I confess he put 
plenty of it into his poetry later.” 

Cortez and Del Ruth returned to 

the set and left us to ourselves. 

“T think a woman will forgive the 
man she loves for anything except 

being uninteresting. There is some- 

thing very dull in being either very, 

very good, like the roles they used 

to make Conrad Nagel play, or very, 
very bad, like those they gave to 

Noah Beery. 

“Human nature doesn’t often go 

to such extremes, and when it does, 

life. with it must be unbearable. 

“Not,” Miss Daniels added 

quickly, “that I expect Ben to try 

out all my theories. I think he may 
very well be the perfect husband 
because he is such a delightfully 

imperfect hero. And if he ever sug- 

gests that I am running Pollyanna 

a race in perfection we shall come 

to words if_not blows!” mma 
Miss Daniels had brought up the 

subject of Ben Lyon, her husband, 

of her own accord, a happy coinci- 

dence, since this interview must 

naturally concern him, too. 

Admirers of both Miss Daniels 

and Mr. Lyon know of their inter- 

esting Hollywood romance, of their 
long engagement, while they were 

waiting to be sure of their marriage 

and their delayed honeymoon dur- 

ing the making of the picture called 

“My Past.” 

Nearly everyone knows too, that 

Miss Daniels is a star in her own 
right, one of the richest women in 

the film colony, a keen business ex- 

ecutive, and that in these matters 

she probably outranks Ben. 

“JT think we are quite amazingly 

suited to one another,” Miss Daniels 

said in answer to my obvious ques- 

tion. “Ben may be the answer to 

a maiden’s prayer for a million femi- 

HARD AS 
STILL A 

li 
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This time a _ different 
Bebe—She'll take your 
breath away in a new 
role more dynamic, 
more baffling than any 
you've ever seen. 

Te Ven © 

NAILS but 
W OMAN! 

Too tempting a woman 

to resist!: Tooclevera 
criminal to be caught! 

She fought against 
love and lost! 

MALTESE 
INtce). 

BEBE DANIELS 
ae en a a © © CORTEZ 

They bring to the screen the 
most sensational mystery ever 
written by Dashiell Hammett. 
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since. Oddly enough the latter one It to Lure 
was named ‘My Past,’ while in it 
I was actually playing with my 

future, Men to 

Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, Dwight 

Bros. 

Daniels, and comes to the 

the weird bird of prey, the falcon, 

as a symbol of the intrigue which 
marks the strange adventures of the 
murderous and alluring adventury 

portrayed by well-known star. sne 
bird is suppos 4 to be crammed with 
stolen jewel: 
Hong Kong, but that is another 

story. Roy 1 Ruth directed. 

“It isn’t fair to ask me if Ben 
is the best leading man who ever 

worked with me. Because whether 

he is or not I'd say ‘yes’ and it 

would be a cheap compliment. But 
he is the only leading man ‘I’ve 
ever been willing to marry. That 
ought to signify something. 

“Your subject isn’t exactly fair,” 

she concluded. “I don’t think hero 
worship has anything to do with 

happy marriage. I certainly 

wouldn’t be happy with a man who 

stood on a soap box in front of a 
premiere and got a thrill from see- 

ing me enter the theatre because I 
am in this motion picture business. 
Love has to be on more common 

ground than that.” 

For an hour I watched Miss 
Daniels work. Work went smoothly, 

rapidly forward. There: are no 
bursts of temperament, no apparent 

uncertainties in the making of a 
picture when Miss Daniels stars. 

Between scenes she called her 
home and arranged for dinner for 

guests, checked with Husband Ben 
to be sure that he would be through 
work on his own picture in time to 
act as host, approved a change in 
script, discussed gowns with the 

studio designer and studied lines. 

I didn’t bother her again. I was 

dreadfully afraid that if I) did I 
myself might prove unintefesting. 
And dullness, according tp Miss 
Daniels, spoils everything, even the 

good humor of an unspoiled star. 

“The Maltese Faleon,” Warner 

Bros. latest starring vehicle for 

Miss Daniels is now at the 

. Theatre. It is an adaptation 
of the novel of the same name by 

Dashiell Harnmett. Miss Daniels’ 

support includes Ricardo Cortez, 
Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, Robert 

Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 

Doom! 

She wastes love! She destroys life! 
But her own heart is caught by the 
same snare she sets for others! How? 

As the beautiful leader of a 
notorious crime ring—exotic— 

cruel — lovely, 

AMALTES 
_with 

RICARDO CORTEZ 
UNA MERKEL — DUDLEY DIGGES 

STRAN 
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Now Popular 
Playing Prices 

Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald and 
Agostino Borgato. Roy Del Ruth 

directed. Characters Must Be 
IS A DETECTIVE Mixtures Of Various. 

Traits To Win Favor 

(Current Story) 

Bebe Daniels, who plays the part 

of an adventuress of rather wicked 

blandishments and murderous in- 

tentions in “The Maltese Falcon,” 

the Warner Bros. mystery melo- 

drama, now at the The- 

atre, was glad to accept the part 

which if not a sympathetic one, at 

least gives her a chance to hold 

her crowds spellbound. 

All the characters in the picture, 

though they appear to be most 

charming people, most of the time— 

are skalliwags of the worst brand, 

But they are human beings and since 

all human beings are composites of 

what-they-ought-to-be and what- 

they-are-not, there is sure to be a 

response. , 

Ricardo Cortez, accomplishes the 

difficult task of making a not too 

righteous detective, a likeable hero. 

Others in the strong cast are Dud- 

ley Digges, Una Merkel, Robert 

Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 

Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, Dwight 

Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald and, 

Agostino Borgato. Roy Del Ruth’ 

directed. : 

Bebe Daniels Is Honorary 
Colonel In Flying Corps 

(Current Reader) 

Bebe Daniels, who plays the 

strangely alluring adventuress in 

“The Maltese Falcon,” the Warner 

Bros. picture now at the 
Theatre, holds the only honorary 

commission ever conferred on @& 
woman in that particular branch of 

the service—colonel in the United 
States Army Flying Corps. Both 
Miss Daniels and her husband, Ben 
Lyons, are licensed pilots. “The 

Maltese Falcon” is an adaptation 
of the novel of the same name by 
Dashiell ‘Hammett. Roy Del Ruth 

directed. 

EVER WRONG? 

“The Maltese Falcon,” the 

Warner Bros. mystery romance 

starring Bebe Daniels, and com- 

ing to the _--...-------- Theatre 

ees _... next, is an adapta- 

tion of the novel of the same 

name by Dashiell Hammett, 
formerly a Pinkerton detective. 

Mr. Hammett probably realizes 

from experience that detectives 

may at times bark up the wrong 

tree—since he has made his star 

sleuth, Dundy, just a bit shaky 

in his deductions. 

Robert Elliott, who has be- 

come famous for his slow-voiced 

and quick-witted cop character- 

izations, plays the part — with 

zest — saying that he realizes 

that even a picture cop can’t be 

right all the time. 

Others in the cast are Ricardo 

Cortez, Dudley Digges, Una 

Merkel, Robert Elliott, Thelma 

Todd, Otto Matiesen, Oscar Ap- 

fel, Walter Long, Dwight Frye, 

J. Farrell MacDonald and Agos- 

Roy Del Ruth 

Maltese Falcon Symbol 
Of Intrigue In Film 

(Advance Reader) 

“The Maltese Falcon,” the Warner 

mystery which stars Bebe 

Theatre next uses 

tino Borgato. and spirited from 
directed. 
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CATCHLINES 
HE WANTED HER FOR MURDER! 
SHE WANTED HIM FOR LOVE! 

a | 

*e* eee 

IT HAS KILLED THOUSANDS— 
BAFFLED THE BEST BRAINS! 

&*S&% % & 

HER STEEL STRIKES FIRE 
FROM HEARTS OF FLINT! 

ee 

ONLY MAN SHE LOVED— 

Than Ever Be fore! How The Fans Will [Love Hart ernest clita lal beled ana ete! 

TONIGHT ANOTHER MAN WILL DISAPPEAR! 

ARE YOU ONE OF THE GREAT MEN WHO 
LIKE TO READ MYSTERY STORIES AND 
SEE MYSTERY PICTURES? IF NOT, WHY? 
“The Maltese Falcon,” Warner Bros. Thriller 
Starring Bebe Daniels, At Theatre 
Recalls Famous Men Who Liked Them 

(Feature) ; 

‘The Maltese Falcon,’’ the Warner Bros. mystery melo- 
drama starring Bebe Daniels, now at the Theatre, 
brings to mind the many great men who have been mystery 
tales addicts. Among those who confess their predilection for 
the thriller were Sir Walter Scott, Napoleon, Lincoln, Roosevelt, 
Thomas A, Edison, President Wilson and a host beside. 

MYSTERY! 

bee oeenses. 

| PXOS ay © OL 

ONLY MAN SHE COULDN'T “TAKE”! 
*hReRHR SH 

WHEN WOMAN’S WEAPONS FAIL 
SHE USES MAN’S 

e288 % 

- BEAUTIFUL BIRDS OF PREY! 
*S*% % & 

SILKEN WEBS SHE SPINS SPELL DOOM! 
ee ee ® 

WATCH! BEWARE! THE MALTESE FALCON 
| IS FLYING YOUR WAY! — 

* Se eH % 

HARD AS NAILS BUT STILL A WOMAN! 
Se See % 

WHO? WHAT? IS THE MALTESE FALCON? 
SSeS % 

MYSTERY! INTRIGUE! ROMANCE!— 
THE MALTESE FALCON 

_ HEROINE OF MYSTERY ROMANCE 
a. CRIES ‘WOLF’ ONCE TOO OFTEN 

was lacie Bae year @ Binkbiten: Gas years a Pinkerton detec- 

tive. 

Others in the cast are Ricardo 
Cortez, as Miss Wonderly’s beloved 
foe — Robert Elliott, Una Merkel, 

Otto Matiesen, Dudley Digges, Wal- 
ter Long, Dwight Frye, Thelma Todd 
and J. Farrell MacDonald. Roy Del 

Ruth directed, 

THRILLS AND MYSTERY 

“The Maltese Faleon Falcon,” the Warner 
Bros. murder mystery romance, now 

at the Theatre, stars 

Bebe Daniels as one of the most 
baffling adventuresses ever to domi- 

nate men by all the wiles known to 
femininity. Dashiell Hammett’s 

greatest detective story was directed 

by Roy Del Ruth. 

(Current Ee SR 

“The Maltese Fe*:on,” the War- 

ner Bros. mystery romance, now at 

na ere ers Theatre, stars Bebe 
Daniels as a strangely alluring ad- 
venturess whose pretense of love 

dupes all the men who come under 
her power—except the one man she 
wants, who has observed the duplic- 
ity of her protestations to others, 
and, though still obsessed by her 
fascination—is compelled to see her 
as she really is, 

The part of the bewildering Miss 
Wonderly is played with consum- 
mate art by Miss Daniels, who 
makes the character as baffling to 

audiences as to the actors in the 
weird murder mystery mixup, which 
is an adaptation of the best selling 
novel by Dashiell Hammett, who 

She Got Away 
With Murder 
By Her Beauty! 

How could she con- # 
vince the man she 
really loved she was 
sincere for the first 

time! 

DANIELS 
(Too tempting to resist!) 

TESE FALCO 
with RICARDO 

CORTEZ 
UNA MERKEL ¥ 

STRAND 
A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE PICTURE. 
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MALTESE 
7\tC@), 
with BEBE 
DANIELS 

RICARDO 
CORTEZ 
Two big stars— -bet- 

ter than ever in the 
most hazardous 

game of love and 
intrigue ever played 
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You Will Want To Meet 
Wonderful Miss Wonderly 

(Advance Reader) 

Who she is—what she is—and 

what she does—may be known when 

she comes to the Theatre 

Be ace next, in “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the Warner Bros. mystery 

melodrama starring Bebe Daniels. 

Miss Wonderly will baffle you, how- 

ever clever you may be in solving 

murder mysteries. She will also in- 

trigue you as she intrigues all the 

men she meets in the play. Inei- 

dentally there is just one man she 

can’t win and he is the only one 

she wants. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Bebe Daniels Suits The 
Jewel To The Need 

Bebe Daniels, who is starred in 
“The Maltese Faleon,” the Warner 
Bros. picture whith comes to the 

Theatre ........ next, 
believes that costume jewelry really 
does indicate character and personal- 
ity—or should. In preparing for 
her role of Miss ones -the| 
weirdly fascinating a ia m 
adventuress, she eave} 

Ninety-nine out of a hundred like 
to be thrilled. There is a hard, 
glittering quality about mystery 
stories which seems to make no call 
on the softer emotions. They take 
folks out of themselves. In the 
soldiers’ hospitals, no type of book 

is so popular as those dealing with 

mystery and adventure. 

“The Maltese Falcon” is an adapta- 

tion of the best-selling detective 

novel by Dashiell Hammett, who 

was for years a Pinkerton detective, 

and therefore able to speak with 

authority. The reason. for the vast 

popularity of the mystery story is 

as follows, according to Mr. Ham- 

mett: 

“There is scientific backing for 

the claim that -thrillers have a 

beneficial effect on audiences. A 

well-known medical authority says 

that mystery story strikes a respon- 

sive chord in every one because the 

heart action is quickened, the eyes |* 

mind races head to try to solve the 

baffling riddle — the pores of the 

body tighten—and at a_ certain 

point, goose flesh appears. Sub- 

consciously all the inner man is 

being speeded up and exercised — 

while the body actually rests.” 

“Such pictures as ‘The Maltese 

Faleon’ are therefore a mental tonic 

as well as thrilling entertainment. 

In short they are good for what 

ails you. They stimulate your 

curiosity. . The fame and lasting 

delight of stories like those of Poe, 

De Maupassant, Bulwer-Lytton, 

Doyle, Van Dine and Dashiell Ham- 

mett—prove that they are the 

answer to a great mental human 

need. 

pier ete —— =< 

Bebe Daniels is magnificient in 
her portrayal of the leading role 
in “The Maltese Falcon” — Miss 
Wonderly—an alluring adventuress 
who pits her mentality against that 
of many men—and throws suspicion 
off the track so consistently that 
not only the actors in. the strange 

drama, but audiences are completely 
mystified as to the real character 

of the amazing Miss Wonderly, un- 

til the last moments of the play. 
It is a role as daring as it is real. 

Others who take part in “The Mal- 
tese Faleon” are Ricardo Cortez, 

Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, Robert 
Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto Matie- 

sen, Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 
Dwight Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald 
and Agostino Borgato. The screen 

adaptation is by Maude Fulton, 
Lucien Hubbard and Brown Holmes. 
Roy Del Ruth directed. 

“The Maltese Falcon” 
. Stars Bebe bebe Daniels 

— 
~ 

Bebe Daniels proves ae remark- 
able versatility by her ability to 
‘portray the lighter moods and the 

darker, as demonstrated by the role 
of Miss Wonderly, the incredible ad- 
venturess who is the heroine, if the 
name may be so used, of “The Mal- 
tese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. mur- 

der mystery now at the 
Theatre. 

The authentic story is an adapta- 

tion of a best-selling novel by 

Dashiell Hammett, and all the parts 

are admirably taken. The detective 
who both loves and mistrusts Miss 
Wonderly is played by Ricardo Cor- 
tez, who. succeeds in the difficult 

task of making a detective likeable. 
Others in the play are Robert Elliott, 
Una Merkel; Otto Matiesen, Dudley 
Digges, Walter Long, Dwight Frye, 
Thelma Todd and J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

It Has Thrilled Thousands 

AE: 

MALTESE 
FALCON 
3432 DANIELS 
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THE BAFFLING WOMAN OF THE WORLD 
SHE PORTRAYS IN ‘MALTESE FALCON” 

Star of Warner Bros. Mystery Drama, Coming 
To . Theatre Next Discusses 
The Modern Woman As She Sees Her 

(Short Feature) 
eé uk 

title, ‘woman of the world.’ 
here was time when a certain stigma attached to the 

Women were supposed to be 
creatures of sweetness and light—females of delicate sensibili- 
ties—as the language of their day expressed it. 
embroidery was their most suitable pursuit. 
fessions were open to them. 

“Charlotte Bronte and her sister published 

the pennames of Currer and Acton 

Bell. Florence Nightingale with 
difficulty approval for the re- 

eruiting of nurses or even for going 

herself, to care for the soldiers 

the battlefield. Women who 

pioneered in any line where objects 

of unkind eriticism—but all that 

has changed,’ says Bebe Daniels. 

Miss Daniels, who is starred by 

Warner Bros. in “The Maltese Fal- 

con,” the mystery romance now at 

the Theatre, has decided 

opinions on many subjeets, especi- 

ally on the place woman should hold | 

in the scheme of things. She her- | 

self, horseback, swims, plays | 

tennis, is clever with the foils, is | 

an able flier and expert marksman. 

For this reason she found the} 

baffling, keen-minded adventuress. 

Ruth Wonderly, in “The Maltese 

Falcon” a part greatly to her liking. 

“When I read the part and found 

that I couldn’t decide whether Miss 
Wonderly was good or bad, till the 

last two pages—I knew that I had 

won 

on 

rides 

found a role that would be great fun 3 : 

and great experience. The fact 

that the startling lady’s code of 
ethics are sadly askew does not de- 

tract from the dramatic power of 

the part—but re++er. adds to it. 

“Ruth WonderlY is an individual. | - 

—~The- 

trickery she resorts to, to gain her|$ 

SS” sa 

Wwies she uses, to win — the 

point—are certainly not to be 
emulated—but what a chance, to 

create a vital character in this 

mysterious, half-mad woman of the 

world!” 
Bebe Daniels is, in the best sense 

of the word, a woman of the world 

— keen in business dealings — rich 

in this world’s goods — the suc- 

cessful wife of a successful hus- 

band—she is as remote from the 
“lady of sensibility” of the last cen- 

tury, as“one can imagine. 
She is as modern as the smart 

she drives—armed with the facts of 

life—and able to face its problems 
—and for that reason is eminently 

fitted to play this daring new role. 

“T hope I have been able to keep 

the elusive quality of Miss Won- 
derly,” she says, “I don’t want the 

nudience to be sure just what she 

is or is not, till the last fade-out.” 

“The Maltese Faleon” is adapted 
from the mystery novel of the same 
name by Dashiell Hammett. The 
leading character as played by Miss 

Daniels combines the fascinations of 
a woman of refinement with the 

cleverness of ruthless criminal. The 
part is unique in picture history and 

the widest departure from the stan- 

dard characterizations that Bebe 

Daniels has ever attempted. 

Musie and 
None of the pro- 

first novel under their 

STRAND 

eS | Falcon,” the 

SHE LOVED! 
SHE LIED! 
SHE LOST! 
Her lure won a hundred men 
she didn’t want—and lost the 
only man she really loved! 

(Debev 
DANIELS 
in Warner Bros. Vitaphone Hit 

MALTESE 
EALCON 
with RICARDO 

CORTEZ 
UNA MERKEL 
DUDLEY DIGGES 
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OFFICIAL BILLING} 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. 

and The Vitaphone Corp. 
present 

“THE MALTESE FALCON”... . .100% 
featuring 

Bebe Daniels and Ricardo Cortez... .75% 
with 

Una Merkel 

and Brown Holmes -_--- CEES SS ee Ny”) 

Directed by Roy Del Ruth 20% 

_A Warner Bros. and Vitaphone Production Ue 25% 

_ Screen play and dialogue by Maude Fulton, Lucien Hubbard 

| 
| 

|and the triumph of the barbarians | 

“ Dudley Digges, Una Merkel, 

Recovery Of Lost 
Treasure Arrests 

World’s Interest 

= Maltese Falcon, " Warner | 
Bros. Mystery Play, Star- 
ring Bebe Daniels Has 

This Theme 

(Current Story) 

One of the great mysteries of the 

world is the fate of the great treas- 
ure of gold and precious stones which 
seems to have been lost to the hu- 
man race during the dark ages. 

It is known that the older eiviliza- 

tions were in many instances im- 

mensely rich, that Rome and Egypt, 

Assyria and Carthage had vast stores 

of wealth. With the fall of Rome 

in Europe all of this seems to have 

disappeared. 

Much of it was doubtless scattered 

and lost, some of it was hidden, to 

appear hundreds of years later, all 

of it became the object of crusades 
and the causes of war in the sue- 

ceeding centuries. 

It is about one single item of this 
| 

vast forgotten store of wealth that | 

the modern story of “The Maltese 

Warner Bros. picture, 

starring Bebe Daniels, now at the 

. Theatre, is built. 

For more than a thousand years | 

the Maltese Faleon had been the 

swag which kings stole from each 

other and for which whole nations 

went to war. All the danger and 

F-| mystery of its history was finally 

centered in a hotel room in San 

Frincisco in the most dramatie and 

unusual story of a decade. 

The cast includes Ricardo Cortez, 
Robert 

Elliott, Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 

Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, Dwight 

Frye, J. Farrell MacDonald and 

Agostino Borgato. The adaptation 
of Dashiell Hammett’s best-selling 
novel of the ‘sams numo was made 
by Maude Fulton, Lucien Hubbard 

and Brown Holmes. Roy Del Ruth 

directed. 

‘Maltese Falcon” Director 
Is Mystery Story Addict 

(Current Reader) 
Roy Del Ruth, who directed War- 

ner Bros. mystery melodrama, “The 

Maltese Falcon” starring Bebe 

Daniels, now at the The- 

atre, is an ardent mystery story ad- 

dict. He says that the present piece 

is the only one which his analysis 

failed to solve. His direction brings 

out all the creeps and thrills to the 
nth degree. Miss Daniels figures as 

a fiendishly clever adventuress who 

gets all she wants in life, except 

the love of the only man she wants 

to win. 

Romantic Melodrama Stars 
Many-Sided Screen Star 

(Advance Reader) 

Bebe Daniels has been seen in 

so many sorts of roles, often) 

light comedy, often more serious 

roles, but in “The Maltese Falcon” 

Warner Bros. latest production, 

which comes to the ............¢. 
Theatre: jo eas next she plays 

the part of a startling adventuress 

who is a combination of Cleopatra 

and Lady Macbeth. The picture is 

an adaptation of the novel of the 
same name by Dashiell Hammett. 

Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Star Of “Maltese Falcon” 
Is Expert At Fencing 

(Advance Reader) 
Bebe Daniels, star of Warner Bros. 

“The Maltese Falcon” which comes 

to the THORLRG. -5555..; 

next ig an excellent fencer. She is 

adept in many sports among them 

being tennis, swimming, and oe 

Her husband, Ben Lyons is 

licensed pilot. In “The siteus 

Faleon” Miss Daniels ‘plays the 
part of an alluring adventuress and 

'|'the master mind of the cleverest 

band of jewel thieves that ever 

picked a lock or wielded a jimmy. 

The picture is 2: adaptation of the 
best-selling my: ery tale of Dashiell 

Hammett. Ro Del Ruth directed. 

sui Aa A Real loonie Bill Him Big—It Pays! 
- BEBE DANIELS TELLS WHY SHE LIKES 

{ 

RICCARDO CORTEZ 

in 

“The Maltese Falcon.” 

BEBE DANIELS 
in 

“The Maltese Falcon.” 
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BEBE DANIELS DOUBTS WHETHER ONE 
ACTS ) WHO IS ALWAYS “HIMSELF” 

f 
Maltese Faleon” : are suede Cortez 

Bebe Daniels, who is now appear- =. | Robert Elliott, Una Merkel, Otto 
ing in Warner Bros, mystery ro-| Matiesen, Dudley Digges, Walter 

/mance, “The Maltese Faleon” at the| Long, Dwight Frye, Thelma Todd 
Theatre, says that she and J. Farrell MacDonald. Roy Del 

Ruth directed. 
has her doubts whether the player 

“Honor Of The Family” 

Miss Daniels’ Next ~ 

| who-appears as himself in whatever 

part he is cast, is really an actor. 

“The personality of the performer 

may be quite delightful but when 

he simply makes another appear- ; : 
° A - : (Current Story) 

ance, in different clothes and in dif- : : : 
| Miss Bebe Daniels, who is now ap- 

pearing at the Theatre 

as the star of Warner. Bros. mystery 

romance, “The Maltese Falcon,” 
made a trip to New York with her 

mother before starting on her next 

Warner Bros. vehicle, “The Honor 

ferent scenes and situations, he is| 

not presenting the creation of the 

author. Of course, the personality 

of the actor must color the part he 

is doing, but yet it must not be him- 

self. Mr. of the Family,” during which she 

together another character in ‘Dis-| broadcast on the coast-to-coast tie- 

raeli? than in ‘The Green Goddess,’| up of the “Camel Hour,” singing 
in ‘Old English’ ‘The Vil . | Several of the songs which have 

1j . | made her famous. 
ionaire. 

Others in the east of “The Mal- 

tese Faleon” are Ricardo Cortez, 

Robert Elliott, Una Merkel, Otto 
Matiesen, Dudley Digges, Walter — 

Long, Dwight Frye, Thelma Todd 

and J. Farrell MacDonald. The 

piece is an adaptation of a best 
selling detective novel by Dashiell 

Others who play parts in “The | Hammett. Roy Del Ruth directed, 

Arliss, for instance, is al- 

and -in 

I should be rather non- 

plussed if I should create Miss Won- 

derly, the adventuress of “The Mal- 

tese Falcon’ as I presented the hero- 

ine of ‘My Past’ or ‘Rio Rita.’ Hold- 

ing up the mirror to nature, it seems, 

to me, means just that!” 

“It never failed to keep» 
me out of prison — , 

But it barred my way to the heart 

of the only man | ever wanted!” 

SPUDAMIELS, 

Vv | 

cried 
‘LOVE’ 
once 
too 

often 
e 
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RICARDO CORTEZ 

The Herald on this 

picture has tre- 

mendous interest- 

building value. 

Ask to see a sam- 

ple—you'll want a 
lot! 
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MORE RED HOT COPY! 
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HERE ARE SOME KNOCKOUT LINES 

TO USE IN YOUR ADS, PROGRAMS. 

TRAILERS AND LOBBIES! 
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A WOMAN PLEADS 
.... for the first time in her life! This adventuress who uses her 

sex as a trap... this strange woman to whom love means less than 

nothing . . . begs a man to do the most amazing thing in the world! 

STRANGE 

Never before has there been a woman like her. Love to her is 

something to play with ...to trap men! She uses it as a weapon, 

as a lure! You have to see this woman to believe it! 

THE MALTESE FALCON 
The motion picture made from the greatest mystery story ever 

written. Hailed by critics the world over as the most powerful 

thriller of all time! 

A MILLION IN JEWELS! 
That’s the stake! And the most dangerous woman in the world is 

in the race to get them! Will her deadly wiles trick the relentless 

detective who stands in her way to success? Can she defeat the plans 

of an international crime ring? 

“The Maltese Falcon’ Holds The Answer! 
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«ai eat Ads toSmash’Em Over 
in a country schoolhouse—could en- 

helped the picture at the box offiee | interior decoration, but both have 

}3EBE DANIELS, MANY TIMES ENGAGED, 
ACCORDING TO HOLLYWOOD GRUNDIES, 

IS NOW THE WIFE OF BIG BEN LYON 

Pretty Star Of “The Maltese Falcon,” Warner 

Bros. Mystery Melodrama, Now At. ___. 

Theatre, Had Many Heart Affairs 

(Biographical Feature) 

Bebe Daniels, who is starred in ‘‘The Maltese Faleon,’’ the 

Warner Bros. mystery romance, now at the 

Theatre has had many affaires de coeur along the more or less 

Her first love episode was enacted, so she 

says, in a little red brick country schoolhouse in La Canada, 
rocky road to fame. 

near Los Angeles. 
My first Adonis had sleek, red 

hair, wore a celluloid collar and had 

the dreamy eyes of a poet,” says 

the pretty star. “I had torn my 

sleeve and mussed my hair on the 

way to school. In fact I’d been 

thrown from my pony, Peanuts. I 

stole glances at this boy all day in 

school, hoping he wouldn’t see my 

torn dress, but only me. Oh, he was 

so handsome!” 

The first romance lasted, at least 

until Bebe had the habit of dressing 

up in her best voile for school— 

just for the benefit of the handsome 

read-head, 

LEAVES FIRST BEAU 

The dreamy-eyed boy, at last ac- 

counts, was still on the La Canada 

farm. Bebe left him for fame, 

riches, stardom and a black-haired 

Adonis who does not wear celluloid 

collars and who is not dreamy-eyed 

and poetical but practical and busi- 

ness-like. In between the two ro- 

mances, the first and the last, were 

romantic excursions in the realm of 

stage, screen and real life—all punc- 

| by that cecil g personal- 

sxXxtra 

bits on the st ge as a “child, to great | 

emotional roles and stai.ing parts 

in such pictures as “Rio Rita,” 

“Dixiana,” “My Past” and “The 

Maltese Falcon.” 

Ben Lyon is the _ black-haired 

practical playboy who was to make 
the ideal mate for the girl who calls 

herself an extremist—either up in 

the heights or down in the depths. 

Soon their names were linked in 

Hollywood gossip, but it was dis- 

missed as just that. “Bebe Daniels 
marry Ben Lyon? Never!” com- 

mented the wise ones, and the ro- 
mance continued through a year— 

then eighteen months. 

HOW THEY MET 

Their first meeting was under 

peculiar circumstances. Bebe had 
been playing in pictures since her 
first contract with Harold Lloyd, 

making “Lonesome Luke” two-reel 

comedies. Ben had been in pictures 

in Hollywood for a number of years. 
Each apparently knew everyone else 

in Hollywood—but they never met 

until a chance took them both to 

the same party at a beach house. 

It was there that it happened. 

There was no delay. Ben called her 

back the next day and it was on. 

No one is foolish enough to try 
and explain why love matches ignite 

—particularly in Hollywood of all 

places. But in this instance, per- 

haps, although neither of the con- 

tracting parties knew it, kid psy- 

chology had something to do with 

it. The theory—if it is a theory— 

might be something. like this: 

JACK AND CHARLIE 

When Jack Pickford and Marilyn 

Miller went their separate ways, 

Jack returned to Hollywood where 

he became very attentive to Bebe 

Daniels. Their friendship con- 

tinued for months. It was one of 
the most-talked of affairs in the 

film capital. 

It continued during the time that 

Miss Daniels was “engaged” to 

Charlie Paddock, the sprinter. And 

this engagement was one of the most 
remarkable in Hollywood’s history. 

Bebe was making a picture called 
“Swim, Girl, Swim.” It was one of a 
series of the athletic films that she 

made at this time. Charlie Paddock, 

known as the “world’s fastest hu- 
man” was in the picture and the an-! 

nouncement of the engagement got 

a big play in the newspaper and 

on the telegraph wires. 

for some time thereafter. 
was also seen places with Jack Pick- 

ford. The “engagement” finally died 

away to a whisper. 

is a matter of conjecture. 

ENTER SUNNY 

In the meantime, Ben Lyon’s name 
was linked with that of Marilyn 

Miller. Ther Ben came West again 
for the aninated photographs, and 

Marilyn rem:.ined in-the East. And 

that was that. 

Perhaps the kid did have some- 
thing to do with the meeting of two 
famous persons of this famous quar- 
tet. At least the long engagement 

culminated in the wedding, and Bebe 
and Ben got into Ben’s big car and 
fled to the solitudes of Santa Bar- 
bara and Del Monte. They were 
married June 14, 1930. They re- 

turned from their honeymoon to re- 

sume their screen work, and to say 

little about romanee—rather. to live 

it. 

eR se a) ei SAL Oo wR keke S 

BOTH SAY “TI DO” 

They moved into the big beach 
house together — where they still 

live—and re-arranged the furnish- 
ings that had been adapted to a one- 
star home, to fit a two-star domicile. 

Both had their own ideas about 

Bebe was seen places with Charlie 
But she 

Whether it 

Tonight! 

a facility of listening to reason and 
giving and taking. Which is one of 

the prime necessities of a happy mar- 

ried life. Each is ambitious to go 
far in the screen field. Each wants 

to have a career and romance. 

“Tt can be done,” says Bebe, “if 

both parties to the agreement under- 

stand. It can seldom be done where 

one is a professional and the other 

a non-professional. It is hard, but 

it can be done!” 

To this day they discuss their ro- 

mance only with their eldest friends. 

With Ben and Bebe this romance is 

strictly their own, and they have 

avoided the spotlight, as man and 

wife, as carefully as any Hollywood 

couple in history. 

Bebe plunged into the romance 

with Ben with the same tempera- 

mental abandon that she has always 

evidenced. The girl, whose first 

cradle was a canvass wardrobe trunk 

in her mother’s repertory theatre— 

who broke down and cried like a 

baby when a famous producer in- 

formed her she was to be a screen 

star—who fell for a celluloid collar 

ANOTHER MAN WILL DISAPPEAR 
Who Will 

it Be? 

Police baffled! Nation in terror! 

hand? 
it be a woman’s? 

mystery masks the workings of the most des- 
perate band of criminals ever known. Whose 

Whose brain is behind it all? Can 

Who’s Doing 
The Killings? 

Deepest 
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ter a romance in no other way. 

A close friend has said that one 

of their first agreements was that it 
was to be a long engagement—but 

not a public one. 
give 
were right before they leaped. They 

were, 

They both would 

themselves time to be sure they 

“The Maltese Falcon” is an ad- 

aptation of Dashiell Hammett’s best- 

selling novel. The cast includes 

Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, Una 

Merkel, Robert Elliott, Thelma 

Todd, Otto Matiesen, Oscar <Aptel, 

Walter Long, Dwight Frye, J. Far- 

rell MacDonald and Agostino Bor- 

gato. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Robert Elliott Is 
Again The Ominous 

Crook-In-Waiting 
(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Robert Elliott, whose slow-voiced- 

cop delineations have made him 
famous, again presents a variation 
of the part, in “The Maltese Fal- 
con,” the Warner Bros. picture star- 

ring Bebe Daniels, now at the .. 

Theatre. 

Mr. Elliott, who was born in Ire- 

land, coming to America when quite 

young and devoting his time to the 

stage. He entered talking pictures 

in Warner Bros. “Lights of New 

York.” Other pictures are “Ro- 

mance of Underworld,” “Lone 

Wolf’s Daughter,” “Protection,” 

“The Valiant,” “Thunderbolt,” 

“Captain Thunder” and “The Door- 

way to Hell.” 

Robert Elliott is six feet one.and 

one half inches in height, weighs 

one hundred and eighty-five pounds 

and has dark brown hair and blue 

eyes. 

Matiesen of Denmark 
Does Amusing Crook 
In “Maltese Falcon’”’ 

(Biorraphy, April 15, 1931) 

Otto tiesen, who plays the part 

{of Cairo, lackadaisical crook in 

“The Maltese Falcon,” the Warner 
Bros. mystery melodrama starring 

Bebe Daniels, now at the .......... 

Theatre, is known all over the world 

for his unique characterizations. 
Born and educated in Copenhagen, 

Denmark, he has traveled and 

played in Germany, England, Aus- 

tralia, Canada and the United States. 

He entered pictures in 1913 in 

England after an expensive stage 

experience. 

Mr. Matiesen is five feet eight 

and one half inches in_ height, 

weighs one hundred and _ fifty 

pounds and has brown eyes and 
hair. 

Dwight Frye Seen in 
‘*The Maltese Falcon’’ 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Dwight Frye who plays the sinis- 

ter part of Wilmer the Kid in “The 

Maltese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. 

picture starring Bebe Daniels, now 

at the Theatre does the 

part with marked sincerity and a 

zest which is characteristic of the 

work of the man who has wen for 

himself an enviable position among 

screen players for unique roles. 

Others in the cast of the supreme 
mystery thriller, which is an adapta- 

tion of Dashiell Hammett’s best-sell- 

ing novel, are Ricardo Cortez, Dud- 
ley Digges, Una Merkel, Robert El- 

liott, Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 

Osear Apfel, Walter Long, J. Farrell 

MacDonald and Agostino ‘Borgato. 

Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Admiral Byrd Visits Bebe 
On “Maltese Falcon” Set 

(Advance Reader) 

Admiral Richard E. Byrd, a per- 
sonal friend of Bebe Daniels, -who 

is starred in “The Maltese Falcon,” 

! 

the Warner Bros. picture which 

comes to the) “.:....%5.- Theatre .. 

5 ae next, was permitted to 

visit her on the set during the film- 

ing of the strange thriller, on his 

promise not to divulge the sort of 

character the screen favorite really 
purtrays, until the picture was re- 

leased. He expressed his admira- 
tion in no uncertain terms. 

— 



A Great Sto ry—A Great Cast— 
“The Maltese Falcon” 
Author Defends Much 
Maligned Detectives 
Dashiell Hammett Creates 
Great Mystery Play Starring 

Bebe Daniels, Now at 
Theatre 

(Short Feature) 

“Nobody loves a private detective. 

He is the butt of a thousand jokes 

—the comedy relief in hundreds of 

novels and pictures — the thick- | 

headed, flat-footed straight man for 

wise-cracking comedians on stage 

and screen, 

“Yet the life of a private detec- 

tive is not altogether a succession 

of mistakes nor is it limited to ob- 

taining evidence for divorce actions. 

Many splendid private agencies exist 

in cities throughout the country, 

and, were the official police to ad- 

mit it, wide eredit would be given 

to private investigators generally, 

for the proper solution of mysteries. 

This is the opinion of Dashiell 

Hammett, author of “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the best selling mystery 

novel from which Warner Bros. play 
of the same name, starring Bebe 

Daniels, and now at the 

Theatre — was taken. Mr. 

for a number of years a detective 

for the Pinkerton Agency, and 

therefore is able to speak with 
authority. 

His Sam Spade, head of a detee- 

tive agency in “The Maltese Fal- 

con”—is pictured as being not un- 
moved by the feminine wiles of 

Ruth Wonderly, the 

played with such sinister charm by 
Miss Daniels. Ricardo Cortez plays 
Spade and Mr. Hammett, after 
watching nis work, expressed him- 

self as perfectly satisfied with the 

‘~--al, “Cortez is just right for 
———— a 

Ard AWcilur, tir 

courage—making Spade human un- 

der temptation and altogether nor- 

mal in his reactions to all sorts of 
trying situations. 
“He is hard enough and yet hu- 

man too. He is smart but not 
heroic. He puts over the qualities 
I have generally found in private de- 
tectives worthy of the name. They 
are not a perfect lot, but neither 
are they as lacking in intelligence 
as they have been made to appear. 
And not infrequently they do get 
their man.” 

The story of “The Maltese Fal- 
con” is a battle of wits between a 
smart detective and a clever woman. 
The result is never certain until 
the last fade-out. The picture is 
unique in film history in that it 
presents a feminine star of Miss 
Daniels’ importance, in a role which 
a less daring actress would never 
think of attempting. 

Others in the east are Dudley 
Digges, Robert Elliott, Thelma Todd, 
Una Merkel, Otto Matiesen, Dwight 
Frye, Walter Long and J. Farrel] 
MacDonald. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Agostino Borgato 
In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Agostino Borgato, who plays the 
part of Captain Jacobi in “The Mal- 
tese Faleon,” the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture starring Bebe Daniels, was born 
in Venice, Italy, in 1871 and edu- 
cated there and in Florence. He en- 
tered pictures in 1913, 

Me has been seen in “Magic Flute,” 
“Kiss in Taxi,” “Helen of ‘Proy.2? 
“Hula,” “She Goes to War,” “Be- 
hind the Makeup,” “Romance of Rio 
Grande,” “Fifi’s Father,” “Hot For 
Paris.” He is five feet ten inches 

in height and has black eyes and 
gray hair. 
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Digges Creates Odd 

Character In Weird 

“Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Dudley Digges, who is noted for 

his many excellent characterizations 

on stage and screen has never done 

a more unusual one than in support 

of Bebe Daniels “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the Warner Brothers mys- 

in 

tery melodrama, playing now at the 

. Theatre. 

George Arliss in his autobiography 

“Up the Years from Bloomsbury” 

goes to great pains to pay Digges 

an exceedingly high compliment for 

his ability as an actor and as a 

stage manager. 

Digges has now become identified 

with talking pictures, after his suc- 

“Outward 

Bound,” also for Warner Brothers, 

eessful appearance in 

and will be seen in them with in- 

creasing frequency from this time 

on. 

Digges is an English actor who 

is equally well known for character 

roles in his native country and in 

He is a distinet addition 

to any featured cast. He began 

his stage career at the Manhattan 

Theatre in New York in 1904 with 

Mrs. Fiske. 

Ameriea. 

LOST GRAND GIVES 
PROP THE JUMPS 

The property man on the 
Warner Bros. lot, during the 

filming of “The Maltese Fal- 
con,” the mystery romance star- 
ring Bebe Daniels, now at the 

Theatre, experi- 
enced one of those moments 

when it is hard to be nonchal- 
ant. Ten one-thousand-dollar- 
bills were used in one of the ex- 
citing sequences. 

The money is supposed to be 
on the person of the star who is 
duly searched—and it is to be 
found in possession of another, 

who confesses that he _ has 
palmed it. The excitement oc- 
curred when the money disap- 

peared for good. The prop 
man’s anxiety was relieved when 
it was discovered that the grand 
had slipped through a pocket— 
the bottom of which had not 
been sewed—into another part 
of the garment. 

Those taking part in the 
weird murder mystery are 
Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, 

Una Merkel, Robert Elliott, 
Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 
Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 
Dwight Frye, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald and Agostino Borgato. 
The picture is an adaptation of 
the novel of the same name by 
Dashiell Hammett, formerly a 
Pinkerton detective, Roy Del 
Ruth directed. 

Cortez Succeeds In 
Making A Hero Out 

Of Mere Detective 
(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Ricardo Cortez has the principal 

“The Maltese 
Faleon,” the Warner Brothers’ mys- 

supporting role in 

tery melodrama, starring Bebe Dan- 

iels, which is now playing at the 

Theatre. 

Talking pictures have increased 
the popularity of Mr. Cortez and he 
is now one of the most constantly 
employed feature players in Holly- 
wood. He was born in Vienna but 
came to New York when only three 
years old and was educated there. 

After a brief fling in the financial 
world, Cortez turned to the pro- 
fession with considerable early suc- 
cess. He abandoned that for pic- 
tures however, and quickly became 
as great a picture favorite. 

Early roles include “In the Name 
of Love,” “The Spaniard,” “Helen 
of Troy,” “Sorrows of Satan” and 
“Mockery.” More recent roles in- 
elude a featured part in “Tllicit” 
with Barbara Stanwyck. Cortez 
who is an ardent sportsman is power- 
fully built, more than six feet tall, 
weighing one hundred and seventy- 
five pounds. 

His role opposite Bebe Daniels in 
“The Maltese Falcon” is considered 
his most important contribution to 
the sereen to date. x’ 

~ : 
- 
- 

Dallas Star Wins 
New Laurels In A 

Mystery Thriller 
(Biography, Aprit 15, 1931) 

Bebe Daniels, now starring at :° 

Theatre in Warner Bro 

mystery “The Maltese 

Faleon,”’ chose Dallas, Texas, both 

as the place to be born in and the 

romance, 

place to make her stage debut—for 

she was carried on when ten weeks 

old in the comedy “Jane,” in 

which both her parents were ap- 

pearing. At the age of four she 

was touring the country in Richard 

III in which her mother played. 

She appeared at the Belasco in Los 
Angeles in such plays as “Shore 

Acres,” “The Squaw Man” and 
MAAC. 

Before she was thirteen she was 

a leading lady in two-reel comedies, 

playing opposite Harold Lloyd in 

the “Lonesome Duke” and the “Boy | 
and Girl” series. Bebe left slap- 
stick forever with an important role 
in Cecil B. De Mille’s “Male and 
Female” and later costarred with 

Richard Dix in “Sinners in Heaven.” : 

She was then placed at the head 
of her own production unit and : 
starred in “The Campus Flirt,” 
“Senorita,” “She’s a Sheik” 

“Fifty-Fifty Girl.” 
and ! 

Miss Daniels’ appearance in “Rio | 

Rita” marked her as one of the real | 
talking picture finds. 

followed. She was recently seen in 

Warner Bros. “My Past,” with her 

“Dixiana” 

husband, Ben Lyon, as her leading 

man. 

Miss Daniels is five feet three 

inches in height, weighs one hun- ° 

dred and nine pounds and has black 

hair and brown eyes. 

pastimes are swimming, horseback 
riding, tennis and flying. 

'Was Ann Rutledze In 
“Lincoln” Now Cast 
In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15. 1931) 

Una Merkel, who plays the part 

of Effie in “The Maltese Faleon,” 

the Warner Bros. mystery play star 

ring Bebe Daniels, now at the 

Theatre, is gratefully re- 

membered for her portrayal of Ann 

Rutledge, sweetheart of Abraham 

Lineoln, in the recent Griftith film, 

which marked her talking picture 

debut. 

Born in Covington, Kentucky, 

Miss Merkel traveled with her par- 

ents for years, finishing her high 

school edueation in Philadelphia. 

She had been a child choir singer, 

had taught a Sunday School class— 
and later attended a dramatie school 

in New York, first securing a two- 

line part with Charlotte Walker in 

“Two by Two.” 

Her next work was a bit in “The 

Poor Nut.” She had decided 

almost—to give up the. stage 

preference to regular meals, when 

John Golden gave her a chance to 

understudy in “Pigs,” and when it 

toured the country, she played the 

principal role. The same producer 

put her in “Two Girls Wanted” and 

then gave her the leading part op- 

in 

posite Lynn Overman in “The 
Gossipy Sex.” 

Jed Harris borrowed her from 
John Golden for the part of Betty 
Lee in support of Helen Hayes in 
“Coquette.” New York erities were 
unanimous in their praise of her 
work and Joseph Schenck of United 
Artists, put her under, long term 
contract. Her “Abraham Lincoln” 
was followed by the principal role 
in “Eyes of the World.” 

Miss Merkel, who is unmarried, 
may be spoken of as the old-fash- 
ioned type of girl, beautiful, sane, 
humorous, athletie—in short, whole- 
some. 
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HE WANTED HER 

FOR MURDER: 

SHE WANTED HIM 

Caught? . 
IN THE MESHES 

OF THE MOST 

MYSTERIOUS 

CRIME RING 

THAT EVER 

BAFFLED THE 

POLICE OF TWO 
CONTINENTS! | , 

| 

Caushte 
in her own love net! 

Trapped by the detective 

she had lured there to 

kill! Her sensuous 

beauty could not conquer 

a man who had no heart! 
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“DPMGROUS PLAIPLE” 
AYSED Ut) AMier. 44 BASHIELL PAINE F 

with BEBE DANIELS— RICARDO CORTEZ 
SYNOPSIS 
(Not for publication) 

321 WEST 44th STREET 

SUMMARY 
BEBE DANIELS IN HER MOST DARING 

Stars of New Strand Film 
Copyright 1931 by Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. 

All Rights Reserved ROLE AS AN ALLURING ADVENTURESS — as a ‘cans emia en eae 
IN A THRILL-PACKED ACTION STORY in Sam Spade and Miles Archer, part. 

ners in a detective agency. She 
wants a detective to follow Floyd 
Thursby, who has her sister in his 

| Power. Archer undertakes this job 
| but is found shot to death at close 
| range the following morning. Thurs- 
by is also found dead. Spade ap- 

| pears indifferent to both deaths and 
thereby arouses the suspicions of 
Detective Dundy. 

| Spade visits Ruth Wonderly and 
She confesses that her story was 
| false. Thursby had just come from 
Hongkong with her and had killed 
Archer but she is ignorant as to 
Thursby’s slayer. Back in his Office, 
Spade is visited by Cairo, who offers 
him $5,000 for the -- - ‘“y of a 
| Saeeote of a bird. wuen Sparc 

= | Feacnes home that night, he finds 
, | Ruth awaiting him. He tells her of 
| | Cairo’s visit and she is upset. she 
| | offers herself to Spade but Cairo ar- 

rives to interrupt. The girl tells 
Cairo she is afraid because Gutman 
and The Kid, who proves to be Wil- 
mer, a man who has followed Spade 
to his home, are in town and who 
she believes killed Thursby. 

The following day Spade is sum- 
‘|moned to see Gutman, who is the 

“The Maltese Falcon” 
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OF BAFFLING MYSTERY AND INTRIGUE. 

ROUTINE STORY 
(This story contains all the important facts about “The 
Maltese Falcon.” Release it several days before the run.) 

of the 

Theatre announces | 

eB 9 : . next as the opening | 

date for “The Maltese Faleon,” the 

Warner Bros. mystery melodrama, 

starring Behe Daniels. in tha -~>s+ 

daring role of her career. 

gives the strangely absorbing pic- 
ture an air of vital authority. 

Those who support Miss Daniels 
are Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, 
Una Merkel, Robert Elliott, Thel- 
ma Tedd, Stiv Matiesen, Oscar 
Apfel, Walter Long, Dwight Frye, } 
J. Farrell MacDonald and s,s 

Manager 

Miss iels appears as the amaz-| Borgato. The adaptation is by 
W ly..an alluring ad-' Maude. Fulton, Lucien Hubbard 

. te WwW : venturess w 0 uses all the wilesiand Brown Hoimes. Roy Del Ruth! known to femininity in order to win! directed. over the various men who are try-| “Phe 
ing to find out whether she is, or is| among the masterpiece of detective not, the head of the most baffling | lore, such as those of Poe. De| crime rings known to the police.! \faupassant or Conan Deve. It | The clever star is able to keep audi-| is one of those utterly enthralling | ences mystified as to her real person- | creations which find such favor ality to the last fade-out of the film. | with so many of the great, and with 
The statuette of a maltese fal- | the rank and file of ordinary folks. | 

con is supposed to contain jewels| Mystery stories were acknowledged | i which not only Miss Wonderly, but/to be the favorite reading of Sir, starring Bebe Daniels with Ricardo 

Maltese Faleon” ranks 

‘“*The Maltese Faleon,’’ Warner Bros. romantic mystery, 
Cortez, opens at the 

Una Merkel, who portrayed Ann Rutledge 
Walter Edison} Strand tonight. a gang of criminals are in quest of. 

Though gunplay often halts or | 
hastens the action, guns are not | 
seen or heard. The piece is an ad- 
aptation of the best-selling novel 
of Dashiell Hammett, who was for 
many years a Pinkerton detective. 
This fact and the clever casting 

WHO'S WHO | 
BEBE DANIELS—Beautiful star 

of “Rio Rita,” “Dixiana,” “My 
Past” and “The Maltese Faleon.” 
Born in Dallas, Texas. 

RICARDO CORTEZ — Seen in 

“Sorrows of Satan,” “Mockery,” 

“Tllicit” and “The Maltese Falcon.” 
Born in Vienna, Austria. 

DUDLEY DIGGES — Famous on 

stage and screen. Seen recently in 
Warner Bros. “Outward Bound.” 
Born in England. 

UNA MERKEL — Was recently 
seen as Ann Rutledge in “Abraham 

Lincoln” and in “Eyes of the World.” 

Born in Covington, Ky. 

ROBERT ELLIOTT — Seen in 
“The Valiant,” “Thunderbolt,” “Cap- 

tain Thunder,” “The Doorway to 

Tell.” Born in Ireland. 

| Feature Page 
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Biographies ____________3, 4, 5 
J Bp PA Se ee Oe 1 

|of Horror,” and “Trial Marriage.” | 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Seott, Roosevelt, | 
President Wilson and a host beside. | 

Miss Daniels has been tremen- | 

dously successful in her portrayal | 

of the starring role—and her sup- 

port is excellent. Treat yourself 

and your friends to the thrill of a 

lifetime—“The Maltese Falcon.” 

THELMA TODD—Seen in “Hell’s | 
Angels,” “Her Private Life,” “House | 

Born in Lawrence, Mass. 

OTTO MATIESEN—Seen in “Be. | 
loved Rogue,” “Searamouche,” | 

“Strange Cargo,” and “General | 

Crack.” Born in Copenhagen, Den- 
mark. 

OSCAR APFEL—Seen in “Mari- 

anne,” “Cheaters,” “True Heaven,” 

“Halfway to Heaven” and “Hurdy 

Gurdy.” Born in Cleveland, Ohio. 

WALTER LONG—“The Birth of 

a Nation,” “Blood and Sand,” “Back 

to God’s Country” and “Black 
Watch.” Born in Milford, New 
Hampshire. 

J. FARRELL MacDONALD—Seen 

in “The Four Devils,” “Men With- 

out Women,” “South Sea Rose,” and 

“Too Young to Marry.” Westbury, | 
Conn. 

Feature 

Maplotaviets: oot 2 
Lobby Frames —_- 2 
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in ‘‘Lineoln,’’ Robert Elliott and Dudley Digges are also in 
the east. 

THE “CAST 

RUTH WONDERLY — dn alluring adventuress who 
conquers all men but one... BEBE DANIELS 

SAM SPADE—Head of detective agency who is fascinated 
but undeceived by Miss W onderly._._RICARDO CORTEZ 

GUTMAN—Cleverest confederate of the crime ring of 
Miss Wonderly 4 oa DUDLEY DIGGES 

EFFIE — Secretary whose prettiness and evasiveness are 
Gitogether @uarnming, = UNA MERKEL 

DUNDY—Slow-voiced detective who is always on the trail 
of the gemma crook. ROBERT ELLIOTT 

IVA—Cheating wife of Spade’s unfortunate partner, 
er Se ee Pe ks, THELMA TODD 

CAIRO—Fat and ineffectual desperado who follows the 
the elusive falcon... CCSCSCOTTO MATIESEN 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY—Who finally calls the bluff 
of the sinister enchantress_.... OSCAR APFEL 

ARCHER—Partner of Spade who is early eliminated from 
a SE eee See WALTER LONG 

WILMER—One of Miss Wonderly’s most mistrusted com- 
co; a DWIGHT FRYE 

POLHAUS — Policeman everybody will at once recog- 
Nike jcc a MacDONALD 

CAPTAIN JACOBI—Who brings the falcon from Hong 
Kong and makes a hasty exit___AGOSTINO BORGATO 

brains of the gang. He offers Spade 
25,000 for the bird, which is worth 

millions and dates from the Cru- 

stones. But Cairo arrives and in- 
forms them that Spade has not got 
the bird; he believes it will arrive 
that night by slow boat from China 
in care of Captain Jacobi, who has 
a package for Ruth. Spade is given 
knockout drops and they leave for 
the boat. 

Spade revives and goes back to his 
office. Captain Jacobi arrives there 
with a grip marked “RW” but drops 

| dead in the doorway. Spade checks 
| the bag and returns home to find 
| Miss Wonderly there. As they try 
to enter the door, they are met by 
leveled guns in the hands of Gutman, 
Cairo and Wilmer. Spade makes a 
proposition whereby he will return 
the bird if they will give him Wil- 
mer as a “fall guy” to be convicted 
of Archer’s murder, Detective Dundy 
having threatened to arrest him un- 
less he can positively clear himself. 
But when the bird arrives, it proves 
to be a false one and Wilmer es- 
capes. 

Gutman and Cairo leave and Spade 
warns the police. When Detective 
Dundy and the district attorney ar- 
rive, he turns Ruth, Wonderly over 
to them as the murderer of Archer, 
stating that she thought the blame 
would be placed on Thursby, thereby 
getting him out of her way for a 
clear getaway with the bird. Gut- 
‘man is killed by Wilmer. All three 
murders are solved and the girl is 
sentenced to twenty years. Spade 
visits her in jail, still torn between 
his desire for her and the knowl- 
edge that she is no good and not 
to be trusted. But he leaves her 
& laugh on his lips—the girl 
ing & cigarette and trying to 1 
a : . 

sades and is filled with precious — 



A Grea 

o 
2 

“The Maltese Falcon” 
Author Defends Much 
Maligned Detectives 
prncey Saag Creates 
Great Mystery Play Starring 

Bebe Daniels, Now at 
Theatre 

(Short Feature) 

“Nobody loves a private detective. 

“He is the butt of a thousand jokes 
—the comedy relief in hundreds of 

novels and pictures — the thick- 

headed, flat-footed straight man for 

wise-cracking comedians on stage 

and screen, 

“Yet the life of a private detec- 

tive is not altogether a succession 

of mistakes nor is it limited to ob- 

taining evidence for divorce actions. 
Many splendid private agencies exist 
in cities throughout the country, 
and, were the official police to ad- 
mit it, wide credit would be given 
to private invéstigators generally, 
for the proper solution of mysteries. 

This is the opinion of Dashiell 

Hammett, author of “The Maltese 
Falcon,” the best selling mystery 

novel from which Warner Bros. play 
of the same name, starring Bebe 
Daniels, and now at the .......... 

Theatre — was taken. Mr. Ham- 
mett before becoming a writer was 

for a number of years a detective 

for the Pinkerton Agency, and 
therefore is able to speak with 
authority. 

His Sam Spade, head of a detec- 
tive agency in “The Maltese Fal- 
con”—is pictured as being not un- 
moved by the feminine wiles of 
Ruth Wonderly, the adventuress, 
played with such sinister charm by 
Miss Daniels. Ricardo Cortez plays 
Spade and Mr. Hammett, after 

“watching his work, expressed him- 
self as perfectly satisfied with the 
tessa, 

courage—making Spade human un- 
der temptation and altogether nor- 
mal in his reactions to all sorts ‘of 
trying. situations. 
« “He is hard enough and yet hu- 
man too. He is smart but not 
heroic, He puts over the qualities 
I have generally found in private de- 
tectives worthy of the name. They 
are not a perfect lot, but neither 
are they as lacking in intelligence 
as they have been made to appear. 

And not infrequently they do get 
their man.” 

The story of “The Maltese Fal- 
con” is a battle of wits between a 
smart detective and a clever woman. 
The result is never certain until 
the last fade-out. The picture is 
unique in film history in that it 
presents a feminine star of Miss 
Daniels’ importance, in a role which 

a less daring actress would never 
think of attempting. 

Others in the cast are Dudley 
Digges, Robert Elliott, Thelma Todd, 

Una Merkel, Otto Matiesen, Dwight 
Frye, Walter Long and J. Farrell 

MacDonald. Roy Del Ruth directed. 

Agostino Borgato 
In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Agostino Borgato, who plays the 
part of Captain Jacobi in “The Mal- 
tese Falcon,” the Warner Bros. pic- 

ture starring Bebe Daniels, was born 
in Venice, Italy, in 1871 and edu- 
cated there and in Florence. He en- 
tered pictures in 1913. 

He has been seen in “Magic Flute,” 

“Kiss in Taxi,” “Helen of Troy,” 
“Hula,” “She Goes to War,” “Be- 

hind the Makeup,” “Romance of Rio 
Grande,” “¥ifi’s Father,” “Hot For 

Paris.” He is five feet ten inches 
in height and has black eyes and 
gray hair. 
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“Cortez is just right for 

ae Hh ovr. 2s Scmsuee Says ths autor 
dences Gon judgment and cool 
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WOMAN'S 

WEAPONS 

SHE USES 

Her beauty never failed 

until she met the hardest 

detective that ever 

crossed her path. He 

wanted her for murder. 

She wanted him for 

love. . . . Who wins? 

You will be swept with 

hair-raising speed 

through plot and coun- 

ter plot — intrigue inter- 

woven with mystery — 

You will be held spell- 

___ hound to the very end. 

From the sensational mystery 

thriller “The Maltese Falcon,” 

by Dashiell Hammett. 
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Digges Creates Odd 

Character In Weird 

“Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Dudley Digges, who is noted for 

his many excellent -characterizations 

on stage and screen has never done 

a& more unusual one than in support 

of Bebe Daniels in “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the Warner Brothers mys- 

tery melodrama, playing now at the 

Theatre. 

George Arliss in his autobiography 

“Up the Years from Bloomsbury” 

goes to great pains to pay Digges 

an exceedingly high compliment for 

his ability as an actor and as a 

stage manager. 

Digges has now become identified 

with talking pictures, after his suc- 

cessful appearance “Outward 

Bound,” also for Warner Brothers, 

and will be seen in them with in- 

creasing frequency from this time 

in 

on. 

Digges is an English actor who 

is equally well known for character 

roles in his native country and in 

America, He is a distinct addition 

to any featured cast. He began 

his stage career at the Manhattan 

Theatre in New York in 1904 with 

Mrs. Fiske. : 

LOST GRAND GIVES 
PROP THE JUMPS 

The property man on the 
Warner Bros. lot, during the 
filming of “The Maltese Fal- 
con,” the mystery romance star- 
ring Bebe Daniels, now at the 

Theatre, experi- 
enced one of those moments 
when it is hard to be nonchal- 
ant. Ten one-thousand-dollar- 
bills were used in one of the ex- 
citing sequences. 

The money .is supposed to be 
on the person of the star who is 
duly searched—and it is to be 
found in possession of another, 
who confesses that he has 
palmed it. The excitement oc- 
curred when the money disap- 
peared for good. The prop 
man’s anxiety was relieved when 
it was discovered that the grand 
had slipped through a pocket— 
the bottom of which had not 
been sewed—into another part 
of the garment. 

Those taking part in the 
weird murder mystery are 
Ricardo Cortez, Dudley Digges, 
Una Merkel, Robert Elliott, 
Thelma Todd, Otto Matiesen, 
Oscar Apfel, Walter Long, 
Dwight Frye, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald and Agostino Borgato. 
The picture is an adaptation of 
the novel of the sarne name by 
Dashiell Hammett, formerly a 
Pinkerton detective Roy Del 
Ruth directed. 

Cortez Succeeds In 
Making A Hero Out 

Of Mere Detective 
(Biography, April 15, 1931) 

Ricardo Cortez -has the principal 

supporting role in “The Maltese 

Faleon,” the Warner Brothers’ mys- 

tery melodrama, starring Bebe Dan- 

iels, which is now playing at the 

Theatre. 

Talking pictures have increased 

the popularity of Mr. Cortez and he 

is now one. of the most constantly 

employed feature players in Holly- 

He was born in Vienna but wood. 

came to New York when only three 

years old and was educated there. 

After a brief fling in the financial 

world, Cortez turned to the pro- 

fession with considerable early suc- 
cess. He abandoned that for pic- 

tures however, and quickly became 

as great a picture favorite. 

Early roles include “In the Name 

of Love,” “The Spaniard,” “Helen 

of Troy,” “Sorrows of Satan” and 

“Mockery.” More recent roles in- 
clude a featured part in “Illicit” 
with Barbara Stanwyck. Cortez 
who is an ardent sportsman is power- 
fully built, more than six feet tall, 

weighing one hundred and seventy- 

five pounds. 

His role opposite Bebe Daniels in 

“The Maltese Falcon” is considered 
his most important contribution to 

the screen to date. 

Cast— 
Dallas Star 
New Laurels In A 

Mystery Thriller 
(Biography, Apri 15, 1931) 

Bebe Daniels, now starring at °° 

Theatre in Warner Bro 

romance, “The . Maltese 

Falcon,” chose Dallas, Texas, both 

as the place to be born in and the . 

place to make her stage debut—for 

she was carried on when ten weeks 

old in the comedy “Jane,” — in 

which both her parents were ap- 

pearing. At the age of four she 

was touring the country in Richard 

III in which her mother played. 
She appeared at the Belasco in Los 
Angeles in such. plays as “Shore 

Acres,” “The Squaw Man” and 
“Zaza,” 

Before she was thirteen she was 

a leading lady in two-reel comedies, 
playing opposite Harold Lloyd in 

the “Lonesome Duke” and the “Boy 
and Girl? series. Bebe left slap- 
stick forever with an important role 
in Cecil B. De Mille’s “Male and 
Female” and later costarred with 
Richard Dix in “Sinners in Heaven.” 
She was then placed at the head 

of her own production unit and 
starred in “The Campus _ Flirt,” 

“Senorita,” “She’s a Sheik” anu 

“Fifty-Fifty Girl.” 
Miss Daniels’ appearance in “Rio 

Rita” marked her as one of the real 
talking .picture finds. “Dixiana” 
followed. She was recently seen in 

Warner Bros. “My Past,” with her 
husband, Ben Lyon, as her leading 

man. 
Miss Daniels is five feet three 

inches in height, weighs one. hun- 

dred and nine pounds and has black 

hair and brown eyes. Her favorite 
pastimes are swimming, horseback 

riding, tennis and flying. 

mystery 

Was Ann Rutledge In 
“Lincoln” Now Cast 
In “Maltese Falcon” 

(Biography, April.is, 1931) 

Una Merkel, who plays the part 
of Effie in “The Maltese Falcon,” 

the Warner Bros. mystery play star- 

| ring Bebe Daniels, now at the 

Peper Theatre, is gratefully re- 

membered for her portrayal of Ann 
Rutledge, sweetheart of Abraham 

Lincoln, in the recent Griffith film, 

which marked her talking picture 

debut, 

Born in Covington, Kentucky, 
Miss Merkel traveled with her par- 
ents for years, finishing her high 

school education in Philadelphia. 
She had been a child choir singer, 

had taught a Sunday School class— 
and later attended a dramatic school 
in New York, first securing a two- 
line part with Charlotte Walker in 

“Two by Two.” 

Her next work was a bit in “The 

Poor Nut.” She had decided — 
almost—to give up the stage in 

preference to regular. meals, when 

John Golden gave her a chance to 

understudy in “Pigs,” and when it 

toured the country, she played the 

principal role. The same producer 
put: her in “Two Girls Wanted” and 

then gave her the leading part op- 

posite Lynn Overman in “The 
Gossipy Sex.” 

Jed Harris borrowed her from 

John Golden for the part. of Betty 

Lee in support of Helen Hayes in 
“Coquette.” New York critics were 

unanimous in their praise of her 

work and Joseph Schenck of United 
Artists, put her under, long term 

contract. Her “Abraham Lincoln” 

was followed by the principal role 

in “Eyes of the World.” 

Miss Merkel, who is unmarried, 

may be spoken of as the old-fash- 
ioned type of girl, beautiful, sane, 

humorous, athletic—in short, whole- 

some, 
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